New Series: Yol, [=No. 6 JUNE. 1937 Price: 15 eents



Too Many Organizations?

Sure—that's why we've been arguing for One Big Union all these
years. One's enough. Any more is a nuisance.

We want to ask vou fellow workers who do not as yet belong
to the LW.W., a question,

Layving aside all yvour organizational prejudices and -Ii:nmur_lu.
just suppose that the American working class stood before you, asking
you what it should do.

Would you counsel them to divide their forces? Would you urge
them to build craft and separate industrial organizations that would
lead to jurisdictional wars with each other? Would you tell them to
let their own invineible power remain unborn for the lack of compact
organization and advise them to content themselves with the hope
that somebody might be elected to do for them a part of what they
could de muech better for themsolves?

Or would you tell them: let’'s ALL organize together, making
merely such subdivisions in our organization as circumstances make
practical; let's rely on our own orgamized strength; let's undertake
doing for ourselves what that power enables us to do in the way that
we by majority rule decide to do it

The American working class is standing before sach one of you
asking your measure of advice and example what it should do. Think
it oul clearly, with all honesty to yourself and futurity what advice
and example vou shall give them—and we are satisfied that you can

ldnpl no other courze af action than to j-nin us in l:n.l".ding' a One B:'l'
Union of the Working Class.

Also lssned by the 1. W, W.:
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The Labor Movement in Mexico

By Card Number 372561

Ever since the CROM was replaced by the CTM as the pre-
dominant union movement in Mexico, there has been much be-
wilderment as to what is going on in the unions to the south of
us, and in their relations with the Mexican government.

Now that President Cardenas has ordered the recognition
of the CROM, and Morones has returned to Mexico, and rail-
road workers, electricians and communists have made a split
in the CTM, the situation is probably the more bewildering.

For this reason we believe our readers will welcome this
study by a member of the LW.W. of the Mexican labor situs-
tion and its historial background.

On the eve of May Day, the big drive to bring
Mexican labor under a centralized leadership met
with & asthack that seriously lessems the prospect
for unlty in the immedinte futere. At the fourth
Matioral Council of the CTM (Confederation of
Mexlean Workers) the delegntes of the rallrosd
workers and the electrical workers of the Federal
District walked out logether with representabives
of the Mexican Communist party. This split, ae-
cording to “Mexican Labor Wews,” will possibly
cost the CTM & foll one-fourth of the nearly
B0k, G00  meenbera,

Unquestionably the loss to the Confedoration
is greater than is indieated by the number of
workers invelved in the split. The electricians,
the rallroad workers, and various state organiza.
thons which may aleo be invelved, are organized
in powerful unions which have supplicd the CTM
with much of It genuine, steadfast Inbor wnbon
character. It wns the Elestrical Workers Unbon
that won a brillinn victory in an sight-day strike
inat July doring which Mexice City, the Fadesal
District, and five neighboring states were without
lights and POwRE,

Vicente Lombarde Toledans, Geners] Secretary
of the CTM, scems to blame the communists for
miost of the trouble, charging that they Smpesed
their own party diseipline on thelr members with-
in the trade unlan movement. He condomned In
the strongest torms the action of the party in
precipitating a break in labor’s ranks on the very
eve of the First of May, the labor anniversary

dume, 19T

which should have found the Mexbean movement
more anited than over,

On the other kand the seceding pon-communists,
no less than the party adherants, ehsrge that the
CTM is mismanaged by its leaders. They accuse
Lombarde nnd hiz associntos with atlempting to
sot up a “bureaucratic, personallst contrsl owver
the CTM %o the exclusion of sll those olemonts
upwilling to submit themselves to suck distator-
ahip.” They claim the ruling cHgae overrides the
wishes of the rank and file, that it has excluded
bona fide delegates to the Council, and sevks gen-
erally by all possible means to use tho oPFaAniza-
tion for itz own personal advantages, They are
eapeially eritical of the actions of Lombardo,

The conflict first came out in the open last
Februnry ai the Third Mational Coweeil in Vers
Cruz when the electricians protested the seating
of dolegatea from unbons that were in arrears In
the payment of dues. Claiming this was in viola-
tlom of the by-laws they refused ta participate In
the deliberations but took me farther mction at
that time. The immodinte cavee of the bresk in
Aprll was the refusal of the Council to scal the
dolegation from Nuevo Leon on the grounds that
it had been Improperly constitated. It s In the
Btate of Muove Leon that the commuonists are
charged by the Council with having applied their
disruptive tactic.  Henee whenm these dologates
were onseslod it was the akpnal for the commiin-
ists to loave, However, it does not follow that
the union delegntes who joined in the walk-ows
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wore moceazsarily lead out by the commuonists, A
already indicated thoe usions had grievances of
their own,

Wihat is the CTMT

The Confederation of Mexican Workers or, giv-
ing it itsa matlve name, Confederacion de Traba-
jadores de Mexico, ks a new federation of Mexi-
can labor amiona formed in 18335 and claiming pew
o embrace 3 pereent of the country's areanized
lakor, It ia affiliated with the Amsterdam Inter-
national, favors indusirial rather than eraft une-
pans, declares itsolf 100 pereent for the Spanish
loyalista, and has sent fraternal greciings to Jobn
L. Lewia'a ©I0, It has prowen itaclf more milis
tant than its predecessor in actlon agaipst the
emplovers, it has promoted workers’ eduenation on
& prand senle, having established the Waorkers
University ot Mexieo Clty which enrolls over 300
students: it Boa demanded confizeation of private
property for the workers in certain cnses, anl
supports  general  revolutionary propositions 1R
principle.

In short, the CTM is many things that its im-
medinte predecessor as She dominant Mexiean
labor movement, the CROM (Confederacion Re-
glonal Obrera Mexicana), was nol—especially in
itz later years. YWei for all that the new move-
ment is, in n sense oxiremely important to kaber,
pew only in oamt.

The CROM from the very first was onmoshed
in politics. It was born In 1908 when the trade
umfonists joimed hands with the Carranza govern-
ment in epposition to the Moxlenn LW.W, which,
in the labor union convenilon of the preceding
wear, had beem the leading organizstion. Unider
the lesdership of Luis M. Morones the CROM eon-
tnued as it atarted, the labor frent of the govern.
ment.  Lator, In 1920, the CROM was gsed o
help make Obregon president of the republie.
Morones used his position as the caphtalist govern-
ment's favorite labor liewtenant fo enteench his
srgnmization at the exponse of independont un-
lons and, of course, tw eorich himeelf,

Under Obregen he fared faicly well in splte of
gome double-crogsing by the president who de-
voloped m  fine tochnkque in playing one  |aber
group agninst ansther. Obregon evidently did not
fenl |t necessary to divide the plunder with laber
basaes, At that time the new statesmanship which
roguires government-laber eo-operation  for  the
sake of more peaceful and effective exploitation
had not yet been fully warked out,

But in 1924 Calles, the “Inhor™ president, was
elected, natuenily with the help of the CROM,
Thiz time Morones’ roward was grest indecd. He
wis given a poxition in the government, that of
Mimistor of Commerce, [ndestry and Labor. Nexi
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to the presidéot he became the moat powerful
man im the government. His opporiunbtoes for
cassing in on his lnbor ket were immensely In-
croased and it = a moetter of record that ke did
act fall to fake advantage of the opportanities,

skipping a few years, we oome to 1332, Calles
was no longer president bat he was still the big
Bozs in politics and Morenes was atill the big
chief Im the labor movement, Thee Lwo cam-
bined forees to rule Mexien., They selecied Car-
denaa for the presidomey and put hm inte office
in 1935, Then came the big sarprise maneuvre
which ia supposed by somee to have aaddenly
cleared the way for the industria]l commonwealth
in Mexica,

Calles and Morones Exiled

Early in Apcil, 19348, the povernmont exiled
both Calles and Morones ko the Uniied States “in
opder ta forestall fasciam and save demeoerasy for
the workers.” Whilas Calles was gprooming Car-
denaa for the presidency, the latter was bullding
a Tow fences for himself and while labor leader
Morones was helping Calles, a new star wasz ris-
ing on the horizon of the labor werld. The now
hape of the werking class, Dr. Vicente Lombards
Taledade, managed so well that when the deciive
mement arzived ke was able to supplant Morones
ns the labor chief,

Thas out of the CROM grew the OTM. The
OROM has not been eompletly obliterated; it ssill
retains same union alleginnes, notably in the tox-
tile industry.

Since personalitics play such an important part
in Mexican Inbor affairs, a few words about Toles
dade, the now head of the movement, may mot
bt nmiss.

“He eame into the labor movement as o teacher
and student of ccomomics, histery, sociology and
Inw. And he came calling himsel! s Simon-pure
Marxian. He is a slight, handsome, sad-eyed and
sad-faced Creole, a typleal Latin intollectual, He
Is, though elosely seconded by Xavier leasa of the
Mexicam Supreme Court, ike oulatamnding intel-
lectual of the Mexican [abor mevement.' (Wm.
E. ¥ouch In Common Sense.)

From 1815 onward every asplrant for political
affice In Mexieo has knewn that he must have
arganized labor backing to win. And laber in
Mexico has loarned to hope for its reward for
sapport given to succeasful office sovkers. This
mixing of polities with unionism goes on foew just
as under other sdministeations, Carmnza and
Calles had their Morones and now Cardenns has
his Toledansc.

It is not intended to Infer hese that Toledano
s a crook, as Morones certainly was and is, or that
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Cardenas aspires 1o be a dictator, The podnt s
that guided by palithes and

Unions ought o be and must evenleally he
complete, independont, self-running Inatitutions:
they mwat learn ro move alotg wnder tholr aWTL
direction as well as under their swn power,
main course of development is not along that Tine
in Mexico voday, of less povernment in.
terferance in wmion affairs there §s mare than
formerly.  President, Eovernors, and coorts are
repeatedly called wpon to intervens in dispuies
betwoen workers and employers and to settls dif.
between unions, There b a Fedoral
Board of Concilintion snd a labor eourt: and
there is a “standard collective sonteaet™ which i=
favored by the EUVErnment as being jost the thing
Lo protect the interosts of labor and to promote
industrial peace. This contrack b now in offoet
in sovoral industrios,

Laws Regarding Strikes

When the Moxican worker wants o atriko, ke
Tollows & course lnjd cub for him by the govern.
ment. Hore sré some of the rules established

lnw:

I, When workers make any demands of thejr
employers that may lead to a atrike they are re-
quired to presont their demands in writing at Joast
six days before the strike, In the ovent they are
employed in & publje utility they must give nt
lesst tem davs® naties,

2. At least BI pereent of the workers emplayed
muet vole in favor of the demands in order that
they may be logal; 51 pereent of the workers mt-
tending the meeting at which the vote is taken
may mol be smough,

3 In presenting the demands shawing must
bo made that the domands are within reascn, that
they can be gprantod tnder existing conditions, A
eopy of the demands ang argumends in favar af
thom must be presentod to the Eovernment ax
woll ne to the employer. The Eovernment then
rofers the matier o & bonrd of arbitration S0im-

“FEment, one representing the omployer, and one
If this board fajls to comelli-
ate the parties to the dispute it jssnes g pablis
statement with s declaration that the propossd
sirike is logal or illegal secording po jis findings,

i. Even when the strike is declared illognl the
workers may go ahead with it. But in case it is
decided thai the ETievaness nre Tully justified and
that the strike fs o legnl one she tmployer i re-
quired to pay wages to the workers while they
are gut,

Sympathetic strikes mAy bo legal. Court in.
dunctions in fabap cises are prohibited by the eon-
Etitubion, Byt recently the governmoni bas ban.
ned teackhors' atrikes, the Minister of Education
declaring thas sueh sbrikes are a betrayal of the
tenchors'

promisod them & wage inereass boginning Jamw-
ary, 1938, The offjeial BRRoURcement in the case
of the postal workors atates that no federa]l eom.
Moyes are allowad $o strike under the law.

Undoubtedly ije Mexican Jabor liws
advanced than those of sny other coankry, excopt
i But whothep this state of “advancemeni”
will ultimately ke beneficial to the workers may
ceriainly e questioned,  Capitalim the  warla
ovar Iz busy devising mow schemies to koep the
working class undor centrel and thers j nuthing
in the Mexican midel ghat seriously throstons the

maey and not a petrent of the part of labor's on-
emy. There is no Point in using foree ngnins
witkers when thoy ean he focled by safi warids,

Compared to fhe
labor policy appears to be extremely radica), Thig,

native and forefgn capital im the country, The
Mexican ruling class j5 nat mdverss from oxposing
the foreign exploiters to the WEAth of the dispgs-
aeased wage slave and prasant. Meanwhile there
I8 no great harm to the ruling class ang no great
Eain to the warkers n taking off the ban frogm
socinlist apd revolutionary tajk,
Vantage to the capitolists 0 have the FOveTTinent

In justice to the leaders of the CTM it abould
be atated thas they are awaps af tho weak spot
in ke Mmovemant, even fhough they do nothing
about ji Labar MNews which eXpresses
the official TN view states in this connectiag -

"There appears to be Eood Feasen for supposing
that m large pars of the presomy difficultics nro at

and intrigpees

In Another satement of the OTM it & declared:
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On Reformer Boulevard, one of the principle
thoroughfares in Mexico City, an srch brarz this
inseription: TD THE REVOLUTION OF YESTER-
DAY, TODAT AND TOMORROW.

Again it must be said that all of this maans
little more than momentary ReEpiralion na long
as the workera are wage slaves, pitifully paid and
liwing in the utmest sgualor,

As in other countries the hope of the Mexican
warkers lies in a vank and file movement such as
was started there 25 years ago, This movement
was shattered but the elements of whizh it waa
composed are still present, active and pewerful
theoughout that siratum of the papolation in
which b+ gemerated the forco of the sesial Fevolu-
tionw, that is, in the working class

The LW. W, in Meaica

Back before 1910 thoere wasn't much of o labor
movement in the ceantry. Peactieally everybody
that had any liberal, 1o say nothing of madieal,
idens kept them strletly to himself, There were
n few exceptions, amoig them Librade Riveran and
Ricardo Florea Magon, whe wventured to tell the
workers the whole truth aboui the distater, Pop-
fire Dinz, and about capitalists and governmanis.
Thelr agitation bore fruit and the revelt started.
But secing mn opportunity to aggrandize himeolf,
Madero, o mun with plenty of money, capitallzed
on the propagands of the radicals and on the pov-
oriy of the people and made himself leader of the
movement, Disr was overthrown atd the "“libor-
ator™ put in his ploce.

At this time there were thoussands of Mexicans
hiving on the Ameriean side of the barder whae
wore oither LW.W. mombers or strongly infla-
enced by s teachings, In Pheenix, Acizona, alene
there were at that time over 500 Mexican LW.W.
membera, When the revelution broke out these
workera moved back meross the border almost in
o body to take part in the grent ovent in their
home land.

One group of Mexicans lving in Texas armed
themselves and ander the leadership of Captaln
Cline started their march to the border, They
were stopped on the way by Texas offfcers whom
the marchers prompily teok priscnors, There was
nobedy hurt and when the offfcers promised not
to malest the men they let them po.  But later a
reinforced gang of deputics atiacked the Moxs
cans sgnin.  This time there wore dead om both
abilen, Rangle, Cling amid  several others served

many years fn Texas prissns as a result of this
affair.

In 1811 there was another invasion of Mexico
by LW.W. members, This was in lower Califor-
mia where on January 20 an LW.W, “army" under
the leadership of Wm, Stanley teok Mexicall. In
the engagement Stanley was killed and General
Pryeo olocted In Riz plage. Ancther susecssful
engapement was foupht at Lee Litthe's ranch on
April 8, bat the battle of Tia Juana did not tarn
out =0 well and soon thereafter the rebels e
fréated acrags the American border.

But by 1011 the characker of the struggle had
changed. After Diaz had been dispoasd of, Ma-
dero turned againet the principles and ideals that
had inapired the workers whe 4id the fighting. In
February of that year, Magon densunced Madero
in Bis paper Regeneracion as a traitor to the re-
vizlution and added some good anarchist philesc-
phy o the effect that "“there is not and cannot be
& good governmont.™

The revelt agminst Madero was not seeceasful,
but the Ilnbor movement had st leénst some chanes
te grow and cxpress ifself. In July, 1012, there
was organized the Mexiean I.W.W. under the
name Casza del Obrera Mundial, the Hoase of the
Waorkers of the World, By 1917 thi: organization
together with other syndiealist movements adher-
ing to it constiiuted the leading force in the Mex-
ican movoment. How it waa defeatod In 1918 by
the reactionary unien leadors in co-operation with
the Carranza goverament has already been moted
itn this article,

What the next move in the Moxican sitsation
will be &5 hard i predict. It may bo taken for
granted that if the workers refuse to remain suf.
ficiently decile and if they refuse to resirict thelr
more drostie efforts to ettacking those employers
who don't happen to swit the government too well,
this same government, néw so friendly to labor,
will find ways and meabs to restrict ita further
growth. At least it will tryv to do that,

It may even be that the carrent split has been
occasioned by fear that the CTM is getting foo
big, It is worth moting in this eonnection that the
aecl lnbor teaitar, Luis N, Morones, has come hack
out of exile and iz mow in Mexico. [t is alsa worth
noting that in the recent dispute betwoen uniona
in the textile industry the president did not de-
side in faver of the CTM.

Whatever ma¥y be the immediste outeomse, the
futore belongs to the workemi=——when they have
learned to organize the LW.W, way,
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ESCAPE!

By a Convict

“A jail is a poor man’s home,” said Gene Debs, and he said

a mouthful. Here is a story

of the hopes of escape from one

such “poor man's home,” where thousands of the working class
are locked up for the folly of trying to get back the world that
has been stolen from them in individual pieces, instead of tal-

ing it all at once.

Cruel as the warld outside may be, the domi-
nant idea of men in prison i to get out. It's
better to be hungry and not have g guard looking
down one’s back than to be full of beans in the
big house. If one docsn't have hopes that some
pull will be exercised on a parole board, or some
assurance of a tolerably short section of one’s in.
determinate sentence, the saving thought that
stops him from going nuts is the notion that he
ma¥ oscape,

Binece those in charge of the prisons are well
aware of this there isn't much chance left for it
to be accomplished, But the fact that there have
been escapes from even guch fortrosscs as San
Quentin makes hope persist,

How? Sueceessful cscipes wsually do not leave
any record behind them of how it wis done. San
Quentin iz on g peninsula with a narrow O -
WAy connecting it to the mainland, and that's ton
well guarded. On the one side are the mud-flats
where those who have got past the many walls
have floundered around unti] they were either
sucked to their death o captured, On the other
sides too far a stretch of water to gwim. One
fellow who got past the walls tried swimming and
holding on to the ferry going to Richmond, but
he waz cavght and then died of pneumonin, A
tonvict erew longshoring on a barge of sapplios
for the prison onee commandeered the tug that
brought the barge in—but alrplanes were eircling
them long before they could get anywhere with it

In the nature of things, it's only of the EECAPON
that do not succeed that mich of the ins and onts
are known. There are so many cases of thosze
who almost made it

There was the Sweds who worked in the tailar
shop. As prizon jobs go it wasn't & bad job, and

Jume, 1837

there waz always the chance of gotting a little
extra “weed" [(Buoll Durham} for some little extra
service on the convict gark of zome fellow who
wanted to be well-dressed even in stir, or on mak-
ing & “going out" auit 30 that every policeran
in the land wouldn't recognize the wearer as one
just released from the big house. There was work
to be done for the warden who lived in a fine
house just a bit outside the furthest wall The
civiian suit that the Swede had to take ont with
him fitted him precty well. He had secured a
CAp to put in his pocket, and gomehow had got
hold of some dark grease paint such as an actor
woitld wee to coanvert himself inte n Mexiean or
Spaniard. On the way out past the visitors' room,
he manared to slip into & toflet placed there for
their convenience, put on the clothes and the
grease paint. He had a few dollars {which was
also contraband) and stépped out to the bus stop,
Ho had to wali awhile, and the guard i goemed
kept watching him though evident]y seeing noth.
ing out of the way., It was warm, and he got
hervons pacing back and forth waiting for the
bus. He began to swoal, and took eut his hand.
kerchief to wipe his face. 8o one side was dark
and the ofher wag Hght wherever hig handkerchiof
had touched it. That something was wrong was
evident even t& one with the LQ. of a prison
guatd—and so that was that

And then there was the fellow who worked in
the library. When books needed rebinding, they
were shipped in large boxes to the Public Library
in Ban Francisco, He managed to get himself
erated in with the books, It was a stremuous trip
to San Francisco, someotimes head up, sometimes
feet up, He survived—but whap they opened the
box, his muscles were too cramped to move. And
20 that was that,



About the only sueceasful gel-away where much
is known of how it wis dome was the besutiful
lam of Simple Simon. He faced Jife, and it was
tae mich for him.  His nerves broke, and hbe went
gerewy, That happens quite often in the Big
Houso, and one of the most dizmal aights in San
GQuentin s “Crazy Alley,” a foneed off court be-
pweon two obd juil baildings, where the sun seldom
hits. amd where those who have gone aimple mind-
od mre locked op with those whe have gone in-
sane, as thoogh to make sare that theiy nOTToWE
disorders get woree, That's whiore they put Jim-
ple Simon. He got worde and Wworse, singing and
howling despite all the punishment that coubd b
inflicted on the poor fellow, There is a law -
gainst using the ofd skrait-facket in the Blate
Penitentinry ever since the exposure of the hor-
rible days of ol in San Quentin that Jack Lamndon
made in his “Siar Rover.” Ex-conviets went
around the State with the Oregon Boot to show
it to people, lecturing on ihe panishments inflicted
and so the law was passed. 5o the exiremely ins
sane are sent o the state asylum further up the
line at Mapa, where of couyse strail-jackets aro
permitied.

Slmple Simon was to go to Naps. A puard woas
going on his vacation past Maps up bo the besoti-
fal red wood forests, Sa the guarnd wore civilinn
clothes—Ffor who could have n goosd time among
decent falk if it was known that he wea a prizon
guardl—and earried & gun and @ star, eomenit-
ment papers for Simple Simon, handeuffs, a valise,
his two wecks' vacation pay, and what else he had
taken aleng for his fling, and got in the train
with Simple Simon who was nlso dreased in eivil-
ian clothes. It was a hot summer altarnoon. The
puard dezed.  Simple Gimon g0l the key to his
handcuffs, unlocked them, got the gun, the star,
the commitment papers, the nwoney. It wasa't so
hard—picking pockets had been one of hiz trades
hofore.  There were other passcngers in the traam,
but they hadn't nothced,

The tenin gave & lureh and the guard woke up.
Simple Simon pressed the gun on him. The guard
let out & howi:

“his man ix a convict and s lonatle! He's

taken my gun! Look oat!™

The astonished passengees Jooked around, nod
cortain which way to move. Simple Simen put
them at ense, telling them in the mosi Te-Assoring
Lonos

“hon't be alarmed, folks,. I didr't like to keep
hindeulfs on this fellow unless I necded them,
for sometimes he's all right, and then sammetines
he goes berserk.”

fie hondeaffod the guwrd whoss conlinuous
howling was encugh to eonvifido anyono that he
wis dangerously insane, while S3imple Bimon -
litely expressed hiz deep regrets for annoying hi=
follow passemgers.

At Napa they got off, and Simple Simon taok
the puard to the asylum. Apain the puapd pro-
pested with all the viger I him, Agmin Zimple
Zinson was calm and collected. The doctor i
charge of the receiving office took it all with =
serbous countenance and informsed the guard, that
it was quite right for him to be the other fol.
low, that he'd meet Cacsar and Napoleon and
General Lee in there anyway.

Nothing since has been heard of Simple Simon,
where he went or what he is deing—so he re-
mains & sort of legend arcund San Quentin, fil-
ing lifers' souls with hope, cvidenee to thom that
aftor all it can be dene, and probably saving a
good many of them from nOrvots breakdowns
apd o trip to Napa.

The guard didn’t get his vmcation §m the red-
woods. He spent It in Napa instead. The com-
mitment papors were properly signed and malled
back te the Warden's office, and there was no
acension o look inte the matics uniil the guard
falled to show up at the end of his holidays. The
aswlom st Napa wos called for any chapee infor-
mation they might have of whero ke went, “Oh
ves,” the Warden was informed, “there's a fellow
heére he insiats that he's him—you can talk to him
if you want b

Eixghi
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ATraveler Makes Camp

This isn't a story. It's a very matter of fact account of a
typical day in the Clearwaler section of Idaho for a traveling
delegate of Lumber Workers Industrial Union No. 120 of the
!.W‘W.—n man whose job it is to make contact with workers
in these camps and carry on the work of building a union in the
lumber industry despite the blackball and intimidation of the

sawdust kings.

Remember, his success requires your co-operation,

A traveling delegnte walked up the flome %o the
big eamp on the hill. He stopped at the rag barn to
rest hin weary before procecding to the
bunk housze.

It was quitting time and the ecrow were just
coming in from the woods. The delegate hod
worked in this camp the summer before, up until
the strike. S5 he wasz naturally interested In aecing
who was on the job, especinlly sinee C. L. Billings,
and Feliow Worker Bradbury, two fascist-minded

CATCILES

officials of Potlach Forests, Inc., had inaugurated
the blncktall system throogh a clearing house in
Orafino.

Down the irail toward the barn eame a heavy
pair of horsex, The traveler knew them well—old
Rack and B&hh-'. BHehind them czme something
dresaed in the clothes of a man, bot a second look
revealed that he looked more like o eross between
& rat nnd a weasel. When this weasel-Taced ape
saw the travellngy delegate zsitting on the stump,

he wheeled for

This is & sample of the camp conditions that will disappear as
lumber workers organize in the 1. W. W.

June, BT

the barn on dou-
ble quick, fargpet-
tihg 1n hiz haste

. Lo take the hits
oot of old Rock's
moath  so that

he could get o
drink of water,

But the
elér  went

trav-
OVEr
and removed the
bitz =o that the
horse could drink.
Old Reck furned
arcund with as
miieh of 8 look
af scorn as he
hind in him at the
retreating figure,
and winked at
the traveler as
though to say:
“You son of &
Fun, s you're
here agaln,’
The next pair
of horses to make
the trough were
Jim and Dan,

Hine



The Traveler koew them too. Behind them was
rather good looking young fellow, though the
traveler, long im this part of the eountry, could
cagily enough tell that he was a stranger to the
forezts of ldaho and among the men who make
their hivelihood in these forests, He had come from
the Dakota |.:|.'.1ir’.l.-x. Most of hiz life so far hed
been spent around barns and cows and calves.
Only dately hod he joined the caulked shoe brigade.
He was out to make a big stake this summer, then
g#o back to Pumpkin Center, marry Susan, and be
domaed to the “big fellow” whoe had Wwled bhim
out the duy before for dropping & log off of the
zskidway on to the running chute where the “big
fellow"” was rolling in, He didn't hove much use
for that big fellow anyway, for he was alwiys talk-
ing about Industrinl Unjonism, and the 1936 strike,
and finks, and men who would not organize but
who were willing to take advantage of the condi-
tiens and wages that someone else had got for
them. That sort of talk made the fellow from
Dakota feel uneomfortnble—Eor he did have a bit
of conscignee, and it hurt, for he knew right well
he wasn't doing the right thing by remaining un-
erganized.

The traveler arose from the stomp and started
up the trail. On the way he met several stuttering
and sputtering caterpillars with their erews. As
he passed the office oul came the “'push.”

“What business have you got in my camp?"’
mzked the homry headed old =zon of the forest
The traveler informed him thet his mission was
most pepceable, to £ix uwp those of his crew who
wanted to joim the LW.W. for more af the gpood
thinga of life with the little red card that every
self-rezpecting workingman ought to carry,

The

“push™ let out 8 bellow or two like thoze

A “wannsgan” such as is used on the spring log drive
in Idaho.—Note conditions under which cook performs.

Ten

of an angry bull. In one breath he expressed the
wizh that all the LW.W."s were in a place o lot
hotter than it ever pets in Idaho, In the next he
wis lamenting that the Wobblies at lesat knew how
to trim these [daho peaks of the virgin white pine.
and hefd be damned if he wesn®t getting tired of
that sorting gup in Orofine, and consequently hav-
ing to get out timber with thiz green, raw labor.

The fraveler stayed overnight inm camp. He had
business there all right, There were lumberjacks
whom he knew, and whom everyone there knew
te b= Wobblies, who wanted their cards stamped
up, who wanted to kick in with a bit extra to keep
the ball rl:.ufll'i:rlug'1 and who had meanwhile convinesd
athers that it was time to stick together in One
Big Union to get better camps, better chuoek, bet-
ter wnges, better hours

There were some who wanted union eards and
wore & bit hesitant about showing their hand—
agnd the traveler obliged them too, There were men
:hurl;rry for somdthing it for a self-respecting
worker to read, a pﬂ.m[.lhEl.-I! to think about, & mda-
gazine or paper that was more concernced with the
troubles workers have making ends meet than with
the troubles of Edward and Wally.

Tex, clearing house or no clearing house, the
Lumber Workers Industrial Union, the relianble old
120" that had left the brand of the LW.W. on
every improvement the lumberjacks had over got,
was going to grow. It shewed that early in the
spring when things were not golng full blast—and
the traveler had hiz own notions of what it would
show later in the summer,

1'-#

Mext morning he =staried down the trail for the
end of the steel. He had worked inm these woods
for thirty-five years, 20 he took
stock of hisn surroundings and
the methods used to got
t.hl: timhq::r. It wWis Ensy for him
to tell whether efficient meth-
eds and skilled labor were be-
ing used or not. And it was
plain te him that in this Cleny-
water country where the saw-
dust barons are deatroving the
last stand of virgin white pine
in these United States, they
are using neither effielent
methods mner efficient labor
—and he knew well enough
what the explanation was=—
companies uze all means
at their dizposal to freeze out
such organized labor as shook
the teeth of the Weyerhrenser

ont

will
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Rimber trust there last sammer, As a man who had
tomg taken pride in hia savvy how, i1 was a hit
depressing to see milllons of feet of the fineat
white pine that
ever lmid oml
doors being  de-
stroyed by ine
officient slack
methods of loge.

ging. He knew
the story  well
cnough Mo

chinery unmeces.
sarily broken wp
every  day, Tt
wasn't that ha
waa sdrry for the
machines — bt
it meant horaes
and man power
erippled.

Down g Ora-
fino every hed in
the hospltal has
a lamber worker
in it from ihia
Clearwater coun-
iry. No neod for
that. When there
is & union con-
trol on these jobs there will be more empty bods
in the company hospital. Men have been indueod
to come from other indusiries and other parts of
the country to help discourage orgmnization and
produce more profits for the Weyerhaeusers, But
without the men who savvy how, the sawdust
kings find they produce eripples and not the pro-
Tits they wanted. And as fast as the men learn how,
they scem £o learn something else—that OFEAni T -
tion can make the lot of the lumberiack semething
that stacks up against the hazards of his strenuous
omployment,

b il e N g S

hospitals are filled with
pany's greed for profits

L L]
w
I"s 5 hengtifal counfry ks ]dn'h,.u.. thought the
traveler as he went along getting the smell of the
bunk-house out of his nostrils and filling them
with the aroma of the pine. An infinite variety of
Ereens and gold wove as fine & picture before him

as the eye of man has seon. Should such a country
Femain the prey of parasites? Bhould men need-
lesaly got killed convorting this fine stand of

T ey

f iy G

These men are the sort who know how to get out the white pine
—but in an effort to keep the Idaho camps non-union,

CoOmpany
inexperienced men crippled in the com-
and desire for no.union on the joh.

timber to the necds of man? Should some two.
by-four would-be Hitlers attempt to tell these log-
gers whether they could have n onion of their
0w T

He thought of what some of the men had told
him around the bunk houses lnst night. He thought
of hix fellow workers that would soocner or later
be in here logging despite hell, high water, and
the office in Orofino, and he thought of “Old
Country Mike” and Al Gentry lving on two white
eots, vietims of the company gun thug's dum-dum
bullets in the strike Inst summer, their bodies
broken, but the light of genuine revolutionary in.
dustrial unionism shining in their eves. You might
ax wall try to root up these mountaing ps Toot
up the LW.W. he fipared as he went his way with
the confidence that b known only to a man who
knows what he's about and knows that jt's well
warth while.—XZ42887,



“No One Shall Go Hungry”

By
PAUL KOLINSKI

You see them at the edge of town flagging a ride or
dangling their legs from a box car—the rising generation
of America. In this travelog of a hitch-hiker you read the
typical experience of these millions for whom capitalism

offers no job. It's no lark even for adventurous youth

and the author writes: “Knowing that the LW.W. is a
working stiff's organization, | submit this article in the
hopes that some youth living in a poverty-stricken home
may heed and stay off the road.”

This i% a story of sesing Amerien the Amerkican
way—a journcy of three thousand milea across ten
states on & sum of two dollars. It took twenty-
sovon deys, hitch-hiking, riding freight trains—and
walking—with a piece of canvas the size of a
blanket, tooth brush and a shaving kit

The journey began one wet morping in San
Francises., To save car fare I walked seven miles
to the city limite. T soon pot my first ride, about
thirty miles. It was raining when I got out, so 1
wasn't mble to hitch another ride very scon. My
day’s thumb wagging ended about a hundrod and
fifty miles from San Francizco, It was still raining
g0 I had to get a room for the night. That cost
fifty cents. For dinner I spent a quarter. That left
a dollar and a guarter of the two dollars I had
seb out with.

Twelve

The following day was clear, and after several
short rides, T got a ride with & truek into Bakers.
field. That ended the day. I had seen.a number
of auto secidents these two doys, The first was
between a passenger car and a truck. The second
was an overturned truck in a very doep ditch at
& cross rond. There was another truck that had
skidded off the road deeply imbedded sidewise in
& mud bank. I asked the driver who took me fnto
Bakersfield why there were so many truck aceis
dents. He explained that trocks. were wheoled as
much a8 eighteen hours a day, that sometimes he
didn't seo a bed for a week st & time, snoozing
a bit while he was waiting for somae plek-up or
delivery; that if drivers kicked abowpt such cone
ditions they were lkely to be fired, but that anfon-
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ization was going ahead and would end such eon-
ditions, and do awasy with many an aceldent,

My expenses for that day finished my funde In
the morning | caught a singlo ride all the way 1w
lLaa Angales,

The polles of Los Angeles are a curions sort,
Thoy devote an emazing ameunt of thelr thee to
the search of hungry and indigent wayfarers, Ones
they find one, he is 50 cordially invited to partake
of the city's hespliality for two days in Jail that
he cannct refuse, and then he is told bo get out of
the city. As I didn’t want to get scqmainted with
these guardinns of the hoboes, T stacted at ones
to walk omt of town of my own Tree will, 1 was
hungry, and went to a restaurant and asked the
owmer il he had any work T conld do for a moal,
He didn"t Bave any work, but he gave me 5 meal.
(1t may be that his gonerosity was inspired by the
fact that sevoral customers were oating,)

I devoted the following three days to n dilfgpent
search for werk, catleg very little apd slecping
in an abardoned house. Giving op the guest for
work, T started south [n seareh of §t. A meal and
iwenty-five cents in cash carned washing some
windaws gave me an encouraging start. A day's
thamb wagging landed me in Indie, & desert town
about a hondred miles from Los Angeles, I put
in & comfortable pight in a refrigerator car, and
got & leaf af beead and sonse Junch meat for sweep-
img the walk in front of & store.

For several hoors, and withoot success, [ tried
to catch & thle, S0 m freight train pulling out of
Indio had one more uninvited passsnger in an
empty box car. Ia the car | beeamo acquainted with
soveral others. One boy, about sixtoen yoars obd,
told ws that he had spent the last two days in
Indip jail, He hnd got in Indlo after two days®
hitch-hiking meroms tho desert with nothing to cat.
Ia Indic he asked a lady for something to eat, The
lady ealled the pelice, ss he ot brend and water
for two duys. Before we gob to Yuma, Arizona,
we had finisked the brend and meat.

The train leaving Yuma had an increased pas-
eenger list with some fifty riding, There were no
ompty box-cars, so we rode inocnttle ears, The
bay who had beem in Jail had managed to get a
head of lettuee and o grapefruit, which he offersd
to share with me.

There wns a Mexican boy about twelve years
of age with us. Hoe wanted to know how long it
would be before we got to El Paso, Teuas, When
we told him about thirty-=ix hours, he smiled. He
had had mothing to cat for three days, snd EI
Paso waz only sixteen miles From his home,

The night turned eold, but my piece of canvas
kept me fairly warm. The others paced the ear

Jums, FEEY

all night long. Before davlight we wers in Tueson,
and & grass fire kept us warm antil the sun came
up. Then everyone seattered for fosd. A little
restanrant by the railroad yards got my quarter
for breakinat.

Out of Tueson we rode a bit more comfortably
in an emply box ear. In the same car rodo a
family of three, the mother, about thirty, and
fuite hefty, norsed a four months old baby while
the hoboes losked on.

In El Paso I went to the jungles to wash and
#have, The gessip there was that |3 was pretty kard
to catch a teain out beonuse of police interference.
Twa boya had beon abot by railroad bulls, and
plenty of help wae needed on s newly started pea
farm; the stale was to be made the most beaatifal
in the wsnion by train riders visiting Texas.

Someone informed us that all trains stopped at
a town tweniy-nine miles east, and many decided
o hike there, Foraging severnl breakfasts, T started
hiking thers, too. Thumb-wageing was useless for
nbout iwenty wore alresdy parked on the out-
skirts of town. Ewery mile 1 walked found s fow
more resting alongslde the highway, Night came
without a ride and nothing e eat

As | walked into town & group of people tald
me that they had Just been ordersd tao get out,
“We had n fire going alongside the railrond tracks
to keep s warm," said & woman, “ard for that
the cops chased ws out.” I walked six more miles
te the next town and got a box-car to sleep in.
S0 ended another day with me stili hungry aftor
thirty=five miles of hiking.

In the moming I tried to get something to cat
from the stores bot didn’t soeeeed, Then I Kot @
Bit of breakfast from the people living in a small
unpninted shack, It knd but two renms One ean-
tained ftwo full-sized beds The other had & full-
sized bed, a stove, and a dining table, The place
was filthy and the bedding ragged. Seven grown
peaple lived in the hovel. This was & small town
surreunded by desert, and the most valuable peos-
pesxions of this family seomed to be a skinny cow
and twe antomobiles of questionable age.

I got tired of waiting for s irain to stop for
they seldom stopped st this small town, and amain
tried the highway, Luck—a well-loaded topless ear
stopped. Between baggage, a young boy, several
depgs, amd three grown-ups, 1 found a precnrions
seat. The gramdeother told me their story, The
family comsisted of seven grown.ops and six chil-
dron. The rest of the family wns in another ear
with more baggage. “The oldest child is oight years
old, and I am sixty-eight,” she sajd. “Grandfathor
s seventy-four, We couldn’t make a living pleking
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cotton in Arizona, so we are going back to Ukla-
Bomn. Wo have gaa for about a hondred mikes,
bat we havent eaton anyihing yet today. We
wore told that thore was plenty of work pleking
catton, but work was scarce and grandfather and
I comld enrn only mbout minety cents a doy.'" Local
officials refused them abd, amd they were bogping
their way back.

On the outskirta of & town & Tfreight was stand-
ing, s I left thess people whoe didn't mind adding
mia to thelr troubles. But the train was going the
wrong way, =0 [ hit the highway again, 3ix Jdays
of traveling browght me to Fort Worth, Texas
T bad a ride with & bind man and kizs wife whe
were begging their living.  (Those whe are ap
againat it always seom the biggest hearted.}) An-
other ride was with the truck driver for an il
company: he was paid & dollar a day and expenaes
for unlimited working hours. I earmned a half dollay
and & moal for clenning & chickon house, Tt wos
eleven days since I had alept in a bed, 2o with
my fifty cents I beeame extravagant. A mbssion-
run hotel had beds for tweniy-five cenis. My shoes
wore worn out, and I msked the elerk if he had
any old ones. He bad an almost new palr of army
shoes that he let me have for my remaiping two
bits, B0 1 waa broke agmin.

In the morning I had an early ride with an ofl
worker, He bought me breakfast and lunch, and
took me ag far as Oklakoma City. By evening sev-
eral short rides got me some fifty miles noarer
to Tulsa. The night begun cold, and there Wers
no box cars to sleep in A friondly Marshall let me
aleop in the town jail. Tt was a stone building
sbout six by ten with an iren cob and a pob belibed
stowve. | kept n wood fire going all night and slept
very warm. In the morning sn owner of an ol
driling ontfit picked me up. He gave me a lec-
tare on the ofl indoatry and sit-down strikes.

“The workers in these oil fields don't have to
organize for belter wages,” he nssared me. “We
pay them the highest wages given to skilled work-
er8 . . . These gli-down strikes are illegs! and on-
American . . . The strikerz kave confiscated the
factories. The moxt thing they do will be o take
everyihing you have . . . Do yoo wast somebedy
to take everything you have worked for? . . | Do
vou wani & dictatorship? . . . In Amerien every-
afe has & chance to get to the top . . . Don't you
wunt your children to have a chamee?™ ete.

It amused me to listen, I wondered what 1 had
to lose. What chance had I to make a decent liv-
ing? I recalled the ride with the oil company

driver, and conversations with laborers in the ail
fields of Texas whe were pabd forty o fifty centa
an hour. The bhomes of these workers wers not
aven palnted, and I dldn"t see any of them deive
2000 ears. The ride ended in Tulaa.

That day I Bad ridden sixty miles and walked
twolve, | waa cold and asked a policeman if they
bod m place T could slecp. They did Tt was a
basemont floor of eoncrete. Two bhoys came im,
sixteen or seventeen vears obd, unwashed and
hungry. They asked how 1 am making out, They are
headed for Califernia and were having a hard
tiene of it. They had taken bread from in fromt of
sbarea i the early morning hours, and milk off
porches. At two in the morning a palicensan came
i and sald a dishwnsher was wanted op the street.
I worked about an hour and then the cook said
“That's all” He gave mé 8 meal for my Inbor, and
I went back to the fall basement antll merning.

From Tulsa to 3aint Lonis I put in seven days
acroas & povorty-stricken eountry of farms and
lead mnd zine mining districts, The army shoos
wore too Boavy, and T got blistera on my feol;
but the weather was toe cold for me to stand afill,
and rides were far betweon. When 1 nsked for
mmething to eat 1 got little excoept c&mpliiﬂlu
abaut thelr own poverty., Beiween 5t Louis and
Indinnapolis I was more foriunate; it teak only
tog ddayn, I was tired, nnd sceing severml men
standing in front of the Salwation Army Citadel,
I asked if the beds there weres free. They told
me I had to go through the teanadent buresu. As
they were giving me directions akout the pruﬂlﬂuh:
for obtaining & bed one fellow listening sald be
had n reom paid for that he wasn't going to use,
snd that 1 could bawve it

Hoxt merning was cloudy, and it sprinkled ns 1
left Indianapolis. A ride in rumbe seat almost froze
mao. At 8 likenble restaurant I asked for s eup of
coffes, and a yoang girl teld me to go to the city
community house, [ wasa®t interested in that sug-
gestlon and went on my way. Another ride got me
to Fort Wayne by two e'clock. Toledo fs my desti
naticm=—could I get there today was the thing
uppermest in my mind, A ride &t fifey miles per,
and I'm in Findley, Ohia. It's five o'clock and
forty-five miles to go. T walk to the odge of town
flagring cars, and wondering whether it will be
u through ride to Taoleds or just n short one that
prevents me from making home thai night. A car
sopa, “Are you goitg to Toleds, Mister?" I ask.
Yax" he says. 5o after three thousand miles of
teaveling in all kinda of weather the trip ends
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Current Lessons from the Experience of Lahor

The record shows that unions cannot be turmed inte the
forward rond by changing officials; that old line unions make
old line leaders of progressives put in office,

Card No.
X-22063

Reaction in thess unions is embedded so0 deeply in constitu-
tion and traditional procedure, and the perpetuation of their
policies is so enforced by their general relations to seciety and
their current business as going concerns, that an aggressive
labor movement can be built neither by boring from within these

unions, or re-aligning them in new federations, but only by a
clean start from such a foundation as that of the I. W. W.

I unlonists Jooked more to the pist o @void
repeating the errors in the trial and crror method
by which labor progresses, the future would leok
and be much betfer. It & only by memory of
same type that any bew capaclty |s  nequired,
That labor does remember something, and does
eliminate some of the blind alleys up which it has
gonp hefore, e shown by the fuct that we don't
find the boycolt manin, the colonizing pansces,
the change-the-currency carealls  enjoying  the
vopue they onee did. Even in our own times the
bitter lesson that we can't asher in oa new social
order by clipping coupons or by labor banking
har boen bearned so that oven should some return
of prosperity be coming, we cannot expect our
follow workers te fall for that bait

Bait for which cur misgubded fellow workers
do repentedly fall is the notion that “clecting
good men to office™ in the unions that have failed
shem, will make these unions the aggressive and
progresmive institutions that they desire. Yot that
this notion does not work out is one of the most
eonspicipnas lessons to be found in the histery of
lwhar.

There is scarcely a labor offfclal damned today
A= B “renciborary” but what got In office as a
sppogressive™, And this iz ax it has been all nlong.
Thore is scarcely a Inbor organization enguged in
red-baiting, or disavowing all radicalism amd all
policy looking forward to a mew sovial order, bat
what it has been started and kept alive by thess
solf-same radicals

Qutside of a few chobes chances for anadiskt-
erated racketeering, unions have not been buikt by
eonservative minded workers. It in the radical
ready to start somothing that has staried the
upbons too. A man g0 devoid of socksl vislen and
far-reaching purpose as to ¢uallfy as a conserva-
tive would meither have the incentive or gamption
ta baoild » bona fide wnion in opposition to em-

Blaivedn

ployers, nor the human appeal o get his fellow
waorkers to act together through it and pet it go-
ing. Even the long densd Samuel Gompers, long
the symbol of eraft seabbery on erafl, of class
collsboration, and of évery form of tremchery to
the working class that the term *'remcilonary™ im-
plies, boasted of the radiealism of his wouth of
his study of Germmn to réad the works of Harl
Marx in their original purity. and was well ahle to
talk radicaliem whon It served his porpese, (Many
another, lacking ibia training of Gomwpors, has
bmd to secure professional radicals to mlk wndical-
ism for them whem occasion redquired i)

The nniens in the garment industry well esough
illastrate the point. These various “needls trades’”
pnione are oftén referred 0 as the left wing of
the trade unicnmove ment, snd  the degroes of
class-conschousness shown by them has been at-
trfbuted to the predomimance of non-English speak-
ing members. But the early struggles of these
unions show that se far a2 any such “foreign® in-
fluence ehaped their pollcles, it was to make the
lot of the little busifieis man eagiér as these pr.*u-'p|e
hoped 4o be little buosiness men themselves, nnd
they had selected Amerion beoause of thoir prefers
ence for ita buginess and polities] practiees. Al-
ways it was the worker with somo socinlstic tinge
whe started these wnions. Largely becouse of the
seanonn] natore of the indostry, and bits previowsly
smanll sesle of operation which oftem made it &
sort. of family affnir, there had ben no opportun-
ity to eryatallize the sporadie struggles into & unpkon
umill 1881 when socinlist workors in the Induestry
formed the Unfted Garment Waorkers. In the hopes
that by doing so, they wonld aveid frightening
othera away, they pul non-socialists in eontraol
from the stari, joined the AF. of L., and adopted
very conzervakive pelicies based mostly on the sale
of the unien label.

I 1901 the Internaliona]l Ladiea Garment Work-
ers was formed, given birth likewise by radicals

ONE BEG UNION MONTHLY




ard fromn the smme philoacphy of ereeping before
¥ou wilk, terned over to conservatives ab oner,
Blnee comservalism wins nothing, its firel success
was forced upon 6t im 1907 In a nine weoks sirike
of roefermakers Jod by refupees from the Rusian
revolution; their militaney lasted bons tnough to
Fncompass the 1009 strike of 30,000 waist and
dress makers, the greatest strike of girls apd
women known to that time, By the end of the
“great strike” of 1013, this militancy had heen
repluced by the famous Protocol, which sounded
like m treaty but scteally meant the sabjection of
the workers to innumershle trpes of petiy prafl

The United Garment Warkers remained aloafly
conservilive, speclalizing in men's clothes and the
sale of the label to Hart, Schaffoer & Marx Rkl
1914, when an ousted loft wing farmied the Amal.
pumated Clothing Waorkers an s program of re-
plasing all thia with a suppossdly militant and
socialistic union, but in reality to take op the label
buriness where the United Garment Warkers had
left off, and twolve wears Intor to consamate an
agreemont with “Golden Role™ Xash that to THELTY
of ita members looked like a tompany union eon-
tract, antered ek ab the roquest of the ecmployer.

The varicus needle trades anions, while wE AFe
menthoning them, might as well be drawn upon for
wnother lesson, the complete fallure of palitical
radical groops to make such wnions progressive,
In them the lzsue of progprossiviss Bas nlmast al-
ways boen bound op with some peliticn]l seet, and
ks wars with some ather sect, and resulted, ns in

the Jong fight betweon the Soclnlists and Commun-
ists for eomtral in making confusion worse con-
founded, n pocket books emplier and dividenda
fatter. (Anyone intorested (n following up the
record of the necdle trmdos can find fine allees
of it in Budish® “Mew Unionism™ or in o ST es

of articles by Salberg om “The Callapss of the
Heedle Trades™ in the Now York Mation back in
1020}

That labor showuld sim high has been felt by
other orgmnizations than the LW.W.—and the
presence of tho radien] in their founding is often
enough recorded in their preambles — ahont it
effectively as the radical exhortations that perhaps
the self same people have inseribed om the walls
of jails. The preamble of the Cloth Hat and Cap
Makers (organized In 1901) ineludes amang  |is
parposea: "o co-operate with the mational @ind
universal labor movement for the fimal emaneipa.
tion of the wage carner, and for the estabbish-
ment of the cooperative commonwenlth™ The 1914
Freamble of the Amalgnmated Clothing  Workers
poes ovel furthor, and saye: “The same farces that
have been moking for industris) unioniam are
making for o closer inter-indastrial allianes of the
working cluss. The industrial and inter-industrial
orgenization built upon the solid rock of elenr
knowledge and elnes consciousness will pat the
organited working cless in nctusl comtral of the
syetem of production, and the working class will
then be rendy to tako pasmession of iL™ {One might
woll nak: If won know that much, why mot join
the LW.W. and do samething about t7)

The reflroad workers have had the experience
alea of slecting progressives to make unions af
their organizations. The first of the railroad wn-
lons, “The Brotherhood of the Footheard™, formed
in 1863 by the enthusiastic offorts of an EAFINGET,
Bobinpon, and the ancestor af the Bratherhood of
Locomotive Engineers, remained radies] for jus
one yoar, and changed its policies with its name.
Charles Wilsar, an engincer on the New York Conis
tral, aware of the fact that that road was favor-
able o the {des of & conservative union for its
enginecrs, echemed to get
wontrel by charges against
Robinson, and convineed the
mombers that it would be &
clever pollcy to assure the
roads that the umlon would
be eoncerned with raising
the efficiency of its mom-
bers. In 1866 and 1888
strikes were forsed on the
men, but the umion officlsls
would hkave nething to do
with their sirikes. Wikan's
denugeiation of these strilkes
was followed by a slmilar
donunciation of the sirike
on the Pennmeylvania in 1873
when the company  eut
wages withogt so much ms
6 day's nolice——and that
straws  brake his back A
tonvention was  held In
Cleveland, Robinson cloared
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of charges, Wilson forced to resign, aml P. M.
Arthur elected ms an “ipsorgent™ i his place.
But he followed the policies of the “reactionary’
over whom he had trivmphed to such an extent
that the lnbor historian, Commons, says he “made
copeorvalism the permanent and distinetive chur-
acteristie of the Brotherhood." Their progressive
camiidates sisce then have given them  similar
tredkfment; and led them into the finsco of bank-
ing and real estate. The story ix the same from
these aristocrats of the road to the poor gandy
dancer in the Maiotainance of Way. Thelr 1922
convention got rid of Barker for peckoling seme
£232 000 of their onion treasory and squendering
=ame 770,000 on businesa onion vontures, Then
it got rid of Grable whoe had dictatorally callod
off the strike that year, contrary to the vole of
the members, and thus comtribating in no small
degree to the genoral mess of muitwal scabbery
inte which raflread lebor got itaell, Then it elected
the progressive candidate Fljozdal to find him fit
in the same groove from which they had ousted
their previous leaders.

(e might almoat think that men who knew
eamigh. when their cars won't steer straight 1o
leok to the mechanism of the steering gear and not
content thomeelves with patting on one tire after
another to go the way of is predecessor, might
know betier how (6 ped satisfactory resulis out
af their union,

The record of the conl miners is pl.'rl.i.-:u'llrl}'
important in these days when Lewis of the UMWA
is selling the ClO o the American working class
op szsumptions that he ecan give them some bona
fide Indusirial onionism that the coal miners cers
toinly have lmcked themaslves, OF course, Lewiz did
not start the Mine Workers in their ways of dis-
trict seabbory or internnl corvaption. That goes
back to the doys when the regard for poblic opinion
changed Mitchell from the battler who practically
buklt the miner's uniop to—well hore |3 how Debs
phinted the transformation:

"There wns & time when 1 ndmired snd applawvded
Mitchell’s leadership. I thought 1 saw the comimg
of n man. Bot, alas! little by little I have agen
kim swecomb to the blandishments of the plute-
cents. He is today thelr beaw ideal of a labor
leader.™

It wns regurd for pablle opinion presumably
that led Mitchell to stop the bliuminons and anthra-
cite miners from siriking togethor in 1902, and
next year split the southerm field of Colorade
from the porthern, so that this Breach of solidar-
ity wns mever healed until the suecesaful sirike
of the L'W.W, in 1628 when north and seuthern
ficlds wero out togother apain, I may even have
boen this same esteem for public regard that made
bim conspire i 1804 to have a wage cut acospted
when the unlen had woled o sirike. But his simi-
lar methoms in later years most likely were in-
fluenced by other regards as well, for he left ex-

Eighteen

tensive personal properiy already traneferred o
hia family beafdes psasts of 5944 905,

There iz often =0 a high regurd for dead labor
leaders as to remind one of the defimition of a
statesman: s successfol politician whe b dead.”
But it does no good to lsbor te dieregard the
lessons that can be learned from labor's past.
While Mitchell Dy i= still celebrated back in the
anthracite region, his deals with the National Civie
Federntion (whose preamble Includes as lts chief
object *to show that capital cam be taught the
practicability of seenripg Indusiclal peace in ac-
cordance with busingss methods and thai the twin
foes of Industrial peace are the anti-anion em-
ployers and the socialieis’) resulied in the UMWA
ruling that no member of that union can belong
to this class coltaborsitom institutfon. That keeps
Lewis out of the WCF and has kept Green outside
it, deapite his Rotary Clob speeches that surely
established his olgibility otherwise. After the
miners got rid of Mitchell ag president they hnd
& rapid saecessbon of presidents who temporarily
filled their hearis with the hope that a real miness'
union might be bulli—Tom Lewis, John P. White,
Frank J. Hayes, and then John [ Léewis himself
whom the miners have never been able to rid
themsobves of since, despite the reseniment aronsed
by his botrnyal of the miners who came to the
ald of the UMWA in 1922, and his mutoematic
eontrel ever the anion with the payroll vote and the
Blue sky lecal and the complete disregnrd for how
vOledE are comnied anyway.

The recerd of what happens in unions that are
not eontroled by the majority decision of their
mombers would fill o book of tragedies and hopes
turied sour. The curremt seeme on every front
brings to the mind of the student of the record
another cuse that somehow shoold be pointed oat.
In Chicage o murderous jurisdictional war between
the independent Chieago Teamaters” Union and the
Intermational Brotherhood of Teamsters recalls
Phillip Taft's summary of the Chicage Independent
union in his eontionation of Professor Common's
unsompleted history of Labeor §n the United States:

“Originally 2 reform  movemont against the
survival under Shea of the Yeung-Driscoll meth-
ads, this urbon ended by adapting these methods
fn full and improving on them.' '

Or the evenlng breadesst containe a culogy of
Mpjor Berry of the Pressmen®s wnion, now asso-
elatedd with John 1. Lewls in heading Labor's
“Non-Partisan” politles: and one is reminded that
whila the Major came inte the labor movement
when & eard was given bim while he was seabbing
in 8t Louis to get him to quit scabbing, still he
rese o power by overthrowing the previows sd-
minigiration with a miser rebellion when it wanted
to agree with the United Typothetae for the cight-
hour day and an open shop, Since then alike in his
axalted position in the American hnidnu and in his
command over his onion, he has sent in “onion”
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scabe to break many a strike, oven working with
the Burns Detective Ageney to secure scabs at $20
per day.*

Why iz the recard what it fs?
Ts it that human nature i# not
to be trusted? Is it that only
the cxceptionnlly crooked become
the lenders of labor? Fortunately
it is meither, Peaple aren't bad—
they merely have conditioned re.
flexes. And ms the A, F. of L.
quite honesily safd in defense of
the charge that its officinls have
krown rieh with bribery and cor-
raption, it officials sre by and
large a3 honest as any officlals
in the public life of Amerjca —
and neither . this  ap any other
country is a safe place for lesv.
ing your week's pay envielope on
the front door step overnight.

The perpetual hope of workers
that somebody would get clected
e some office and fix things right
for them Is what is to blame. No
doobt many of the most COTFURE
of unjon heads sot out in the lnbor
mavement as class conselons work.
eré whoe felt that it was up io
them fo et the boys to stick to-
gother and niake the boss shell
cut with bigger pay cheeks. They
didn’t corrupt the laber meve
ment. The labor movement cor
rupted them. Ewen such a chare
ncier ax Tobin of the Teamsiers
reminisees of the days gone by:
“In the old days," he EaYs, “when men fought for
their unions there was a certain militant spirit
pervading the air, and you heard of the urlon
wround the freighs houzes, wharves, and other
places, you found men at meetings, you heard them
out among wour friends discussing the plans of
the union. Today vou seldom hear members dis.
Ema: anything of seripus importance ahout the

miom,""

What makes the recard what it a7 It's the way
the unions are built, It's in their written constitn-
tions and in their traditional procedores, It's jn
their established relations as going concerns with
the entire socinl and economic life mround them,
It's in the ruts and grooves into whieh these ugn-
fons have worked themselves, Tt's in the make of
the car, and not mersly in the driver—and chang-
ing drivers will leavo the rut and the stoering
pretty much s it fs,

The militant elected to office in one of these
unions, even though his intentions may be of the

—

SaMajor Berry hay pow been apeoinied 1o the 1.5, Ssnsee
by tbe Livernor of Tennessee who ommentd o5 iy sesecia ag
3 rapialivi amd gpentleman farmer.
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best, finds himself very muoeh in the position of
the fellow who buys oul zome staore. Both are go-
ing concerns with costomers and salesmien coming

The Capitalist Press Has Corrupted Many a Labor Leader

in, 5o to speak, expecting business io be conducted
prefty much as it was—and accordingly it s eon-
ducted pretty much so. Union members acenstomed
Yo & type of business unionism that has bred for.
tunes exceeding the officor's salaries, and em.
ployers accostomed Lo avoiding trouble by offer
ing the hard cash or securing good will by more
adroit means where such erudennnss seemad out
of place, and anlon constitutions and proeedures
that left important docisions regnrding  working
practices and conditions in the hands of businoag
agents and higher officors, all breed the labor
racketecr, and ne dooht have twisted honesthy fn.
elined men Inte sueh racketerrs,

Where a union is jooked tpan =olely as n busi-
nees ¥eniure for “colloctive bargaining™ it is by
o means illogieal that the “brokers of labar
powoer” will seok and secure their commissions:
that the conscionces of Farrington's will not be
hurt by an additional 25,000 Per year from & coal
company, or a T. V. 0'Connor hop from presis
deney of the Seamen’s Union to a position ua Chalr-
man of the U.S, Shipping Board where he did every-
thing agninst the union that he could do, In the
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light of business practiee it b viewed as no meore
onethical than the switching af ap ace salesman
te the service of some sompetiter. Even Lowils na
dombi k& fot as embarrased by the disclosures of
hia deals with Myron Tayler of US Stee] as most
people were surprised by them. It s the logiesl
tendency of business oaienism, and nlmost eertain
to come about wherever contractun] practices and
constitutionnl provisions enable labor leaders to
rell sheir services o employers

But 1% ia not aiwayes & matier of hard cash. It is
reazonnbly certain that Gompers got mo more oot
of the lnbor movement than n salary that ensbled
him to live luxuricusly, even though not &8 much
as might hawve been paid in other positions offercd
him, and the glory and praise that was lavished
upan hin as the nation’s safe and sane labor leader,
It wes this regard for public opinlen—the sort of
pablic opinton that the sconomis masters of Ameris
cn erente through their daily press — that started
the rallread unions on & poliey of obroxiows con-
prvatism, that led Mitchell to establish the prac
theed of sectional seabbery among the miners, that
made Powderly of the Knights of Labor give up
the batiles that well might have made that Order
the means of solidarity that American labor has
long been seeking. The rolo of this same foctor
of public opinion is so obvious in the current cnse
of Lewir that to mention it ls almost to rub a sore
toe — and the newspapers play the game as they
though recalled and rollahed theic previous triumphs
in the seductive power of & headline.

The dangers in the perpetaation of this record
are great. Bot they are not those most emphasized
by the press. It will do no great barm to American
labor that some fellow who lacked the backbone to
g0 look for a onion |8 cempolled to join one, ar
to accopt some incrense fn pay forced by othors
from his bess oven though he hns to pay most
of it back to the union, or even go on sirike and
act like n mar when he would prefer to scab,
That in netual facd is the exeuse for Inbor eacket-
eering that gives it reason to endure, It I3 that we
newd ombons, and these blamed things aren't unkons
no metier how they are dressed up. We need a
mseans of acting together, and these are devices to
stop us from acting togethor. We need arrange-
maonts for coming to majority decisions for oup-
selves, and these are comtraptions to make apy
sueek majority decision still-borm, We need WENPORE
of offense and defense In the struggle for oxist-
ence, and organizations that wo do nat contral can
certainly furnish us noe protecticn.

The hazards and oppression te which labor & sh-
Jected are in no small degree the by-products of
the sort of thing that has passed for labor unbonism
in Ametica. The rustling card in Butto by whichk

a blacklist is maintained, was established with the
eonnlvanes of union officlals, partly out of a
racial “consclonsness of kind” to keep the Finns
oul of the Bulte mines becamse thoy wouldn's
swoRr in plain English, and largely to got vid of
thoss who in their senee of what a labor mevement
cught to de, were n nulsance alike Lo the unlen and
the company officials. That Butte rustling card is
nmxterial embodiment of the relationship inte
which accepted practices put worker, smployer,
and whion official in the majority of industries.
It s the sort of nrrangement that we can expect
W #ee fostered in these days of Increasing regi-
mentation and attempt control over laber, “The
Ore Big Company Uniocn"—the CI0.—is laid oni
o function very much in necord with sueh a policy
—afd the workers are few and far between and
exeecdingly duenb, who will like the resulis when
they get it

The remedy? Start off fresh and clean. Get
ogk of the ruts in which unionbsm has beem cast,
Sever completely the “establisbed business and go-
ing concern” of business unlonfsm by starting out
oni the matter of fact premise that worker and
employer, ne matter how collectively they may
bargain, are in the position of ewner of the enrth
and wage-alave existing by permission of the own-
or, until, and unless we dump him off his throme.
Remember that the aim of & union of wogo slaves
is emanclpation from wageslavery—and that will
never be achieved by getting the boss to slgn a
eontract providing for our emancipation and sur
concomitant recapbure of Mother BEarth. Build un-
ions for solidarity, and there will be no jurisdie-
tiomnl paints with which business agents ean juggle.
Build & union in which the majority of the mom-
bera exerelse as complote a control over all policies
ond decision at all timos as i3 at all possible, and
then the boss will have to buy the whole works out,
for the union officisls will have nothing to sell
And if you want your union officials to be of vou
and not over yow, to see things as you see them
and not ns your boss sees them, change them
from time to time, get them back on the fob as
& wage enrner occksionally, nnd keep their salary
down with your earnings, so thot their environment
is yours teo—~{or a man is ns filjed with his en-
vironmont 88 4 sausagpe skin {3 filled with what-
ever it ia they stick im il

It is beeagse of theae facts that the record of
the LW.W. is so wastly different from the record
of the rest of the labor movement. And the point,
if you please, ia not merely that we have a past
in whick wo can glory, but s process in motion,
and n highly advantagecus starting point from
which to take off for new sehiovomonis in the
battle for the good things of e for us all.
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What Excuse for Capitalism?

By
FRED THOMPSON

From Adam Smith to Thorstein Veblen the successive

apologies for capitalism and exploitation, and the successive
punctures that these excuses have received, are reviewed in
the hopes that they may stop someone from falling for some

of them.

Those wha hmve roled ws have always iried to
amrure b= that it was all for our own good, that
the interest of the raco, the interest of all things
we hold good beyond onr awn lives, the interess
af moeiely, and what they found pood te do, were
all one wnd the same,  As we have bl ourselves
of one master aftor another, one sel of economic
notions sfter anathér has boen serspped as ab-
surd; but today, 'n the long-winded sconomic ar
guments that got people seemingly nowhere, thess
omtworn amd rejected notions are brought up to
“make confusion worse confounded.”

When kings and emperors ruled for their kind
it was simply taken for pranted thest whatever
eveonomic policy brought them the most revenue
without immediately killing the poose that lnid
the poldon ogg, or hurting the apper crust omn
whase faver they held the roine, was n good ccon-
ombe policy. The fact that these policies made
desorts of their whent ficlids, widews of their sub-
Jects” daughters. ruins of their cities, until their
wery gods were forgotien, did mot bring into ques-
tion the premise: What s pood foar the #tale is
wood.  And today without hesitution | is the (et
of an economie poller: Will it help balance the
budget without soaking the rich?  Selence goos
ever nhead fto moew achievements, but the eceoncs
mic thinking of a ruling class never.

2o long ms the great fortunes of the world were
in Ianded estates, going from fathor to son, it was
considered & greal sin to charge Interest on money
loaned %o the owners of these lands, for then some
of the products of the serfs' labor wont to rank
oataiders. Today this usury ls a very highly hon-
orod business of bamking and fipance capital and
it s mo lomger sinfal to charge interest,

When the fortunes in shipping becamie great
enough to dominate over all others, it beeame the
necepted view that the nation itself was n great
mareanitle coneern. It was believed that whon
mors N0y camé in by the end of the vear than
went out, it was good business for the ontire na-
thom, even though to mecomplish this, milllons of
the nation had te be changed from relatively hap-

duns, EEI7

py eotters fo miserable vagnbonds, And we still
henr lenrned men talking of this “favorable bal
ance of trado.

When the business elass in Englaml, Amerien,
snd France thought Bt time in the light of their
growing importanct a5 & ¢lass to start running the
world themeelves, they had to challenige muock of
the arguments that the natlen was a grent mer-
cantile concern, and that the test for an cconomic
policy was how it affected government revemni,
In fact this mew class made its revolution largely
because it wanted government to attend to just
two things: to grab the world for Hs exploitntion
and to stop the working elass from organizing
and grabbing anything for itsclf. By its revolo-
tion it not enly established capitalism, but it gave
birth to the young science of econommics ns well,

An "Unseen Hand” DHicoversd

Adum Smith looked nt the stirding world about
him, grew enthusiastic about the division of labor
in the marnufactare of pins, and in all things oles,
He saw in this division of laber two objecis o
study. One was the fact that men working to-
gether in this way turned owt far more than they
woabld If each worked for himself. The othor was
that this division of labor meant nt the same tme
the dopendence of ench on the other, Tt was &
tie that held them fogother. It Imdicated o him
that the parts of the economic world were held
tegether by thls division of lsbor snd the conse-
quent matunl dependence of man on man, much s
the parts of the physical universe were held bo-
gether by the gravitational sttraction of mass ta
mues.  And it occurred to him further that the
econamic relations of man to man, i studicd and
found te yleld gpenersl truths similar to these
“natural faws" whose discovery had so caught the
faney of the times, would dispense with the netion
that these esconomie rolations could be malntained
cnly by the ever present Interference of the state.
This fitted perfeetly with the ambitions of the
business class. So the world was seon properly
Inipressed to observe the division of lébor between
country and country, between eity and raral dbs-
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triets. betwees city and gy, betweon shop mmd
shop, all busy working apparently indifferent to
what the other was doing, bent each only on his
own profit, all in Apparent chaos, and wet somoe-
how all dovelniling together, deing the work that
they could best do for others bechuse that was
what it was mosi profitable to do. Tn fact the
only thing, in this scheme of things, that could
disrupt perfect harmony, was seme interference
with the operation of self<interest,

Un this basks, from Smith's “Wealth of Nations™
ipablished im 1778) the idea of some hanevalent
“undecn hand" guiding our desting a0 Jong ms
fomie stote interferenco didn't stop it, was elabs-
rated by a hoat of writers, who while developing
thearies of rent, currency and whyE 1o raise rev-
enne made it their chiel basiness to show that the
working class should be content with long hours,
low wages and the starvation of unemployemest.

“The Dismal Science™

Labor was stirring, and its condition wnz s
wretehed that even the decent-minded of the rgl.
ing class felt something sught to be done about §t.
But the economista sl urged that to do anything
about it or to permit labor to do anything for fe-
self, would destroy the naturnl harmoeny that self-
intereat wonld work out by itself. Reform was
damned as “misguided idenlism,*

Makthus proved to the satlafaction of very
coupon clipper and politician, that if higher wages
wore paid, the workers would just marry carlior,
raie0 larger families, produee more onemployment
by their larger numbers, reduce wages again by
their incrensed competition, and meanwhile ®o
press on the margin of cultivation that it would
reault in starvation and rain for pll, {And mean-
while the notion that workers should check this
competition by organizing anions was held te be
such & ilisastrons fnterference with naturs] econ-
omic law that was forbidden by the laws of Great
Britain.) This masterpiece of reasoning came
out in 1503, and it was the nceeplod doetrine until
quite recently deapite the readily obaerved fact
that those with higher incomes waunlly have smail-
or families, and if anything, are lator in rebtling
down in marrage,

It was m time when the first epoch making im-
pelan wan given o the productivity af labor.
Every day new machines were changing the face
of the world, Tt was the sleady bomst how much
more could be produced with thesn than with the
old hand motheds, Yet the standsrd of living of
workers in England was definitely going down.
It took no theory to convince smy sensible work.
ingman that ke was boing gypped—that the rent,
interest and profit that others lived on was EOme-
thing that he turned out Bub didn't et What
were the tconomists to say in explanation of this
income of the upper classes?

Twinty-1ws

The snewer given by the capilalist sconamists
was that wealth was producted by the combination
of land. labor and capital, and that esch earned
its abare ns rent, wages, and interesi—and, of
caarer, ax payment for the specific earnings of
the manafacturecr or  indostrial eapiialist—_tha
wages of superintendence and the roward of enter-
prise, Hent, Ricardo had oxplained, war payment
Tor the advantage of the soil over the margin in
use—ihat, if land conld Be had fop nothing that
produced four bushels an acre, then it was worth
while to pay the price of three bushels to use an
acre that would ralse seven. So as eities Erew
and gave advantage to loeations, or as the expan.
sicn of agriculture brought peorer land inte el
tivation, the owner of the land earned a lnrger
and larger share of the mational production by
doing mothing but swning 11,

Interest—uwhy cortainly it has to be paid as a
reward for abstinence or people would net save
money to invest in business omtoerprise: and o
those who conld not use up their incomes &OC0mL-
labed bigger and higger Incomes as the reward
for an abstinence practiced only by those wha re-
eoived no intorost.

It was explained further that capital produced
most of the wealth, and not labor; that if & man
with muchinery could tarn out ten times as many
socks a3 he counld withouwt the machinesy, then
certainly the machine tormed out nine-fenths of
the socks and the owner of the machine was acta.
ully being exploited by the exorbitant demands of
labor if he did ot get nine-tonths of the product.
Thoy didnt check their ealeulation by flguring
what the machine would preduce without the men.

And the slmple fact wpon which Adam Smith
had 20 elsborated—that men eo-aperating and
dividing the werk among them could do muech
more than they could withouwt this co=operation
and division of labor—this fact was used to argue
that if an employer hired a hundrod mén to work
together under his direction them the excess they
produced in this way over what they would each
warking alone, was really s produet and should
#o o him an the “wages of auperintendence.” And
wnberprise should have its due reward even though
it be onterprise that east thousgnds ints poverty.

In short, with sueh splendid arguments for rent,
interest and profit, it seemed that the operation
of industry and the cmployment of workors was
n philanthropic enferprise to give poople work,
and that for workers to insist upon any wages at
all was an ungrateful way of biting the very hand
that fed them,

= = »
The Marxzian Analysis

Buch reasoning was foreed to take a back sest
by the analysis presented by Karl Marx. The as-
sumption of “freedom of contract” that workers
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offered thoir sorvices of & free will and from no
coercion, was blown up by peinting out the astual
slave-lke status of the modersn wape worker, He
@ fo more frée while othorz own the means with
which he must work to lve, than if othors owned
him owtright. Like the sorf and slave, the wage-
worker works with material ewned by others, with
equipment owned by others, and the product iz
owned by these others, His standard of living,
while it may have doubled between the horrars
of 1820 and 1889, cortainly did not keep pace with
an incroass of aeveral hundred fold in hia produe-
tiwity.

The entire explanation of moders econemic
frcts, Marx urged, was therefore to rest on the
sorphes that labor conmsequently produced but did
not got.  The premise to start with iz Bob some
amumption of freedom of contract, natural law,
and what not, bat the readily absorvable fact that
man‘s labor, applied to natural ressuress, produces
all the goods mnd services on the market, Those
who do thia work for those who own the cqaip-
mant gt their subsistenee or as much mare per-
haps as their organfred strength may win for
them; the rest of what they produce goes to the
awners of the equipment to be divided ap ns rent,
intercat, profits, taxes to support nmon-productive
workers, as In the “legislative, exceutive and ju-
dicinry"™ branches of government, cie,

This Marxian slant that these variogs items of
“unearned incomes" are not  directly  filched,
but are derfvatives from the sorplus produced by
industrial labor, indieates that the host of reforms
to docrease rent, altor tho basis of taxabion, or
kit fnterest, are of no subsiantial coneern to the
worker. His batile fs with the emplover; the job
where ke produoces thiz wealth that he docs not
et is his battloground. Thus one practieal ad.
vantage of this Marxian outlook on ceonomica has
been to foeus the attonkion of those workers whe
have understood B, on the points for effective
attack agabnst their exploiters.

The view of Karl Marx on these fundamental
guestions of economics have hesome much more
widely sceepted in recent years largely because
the histeric trend of capitallst cconomy has fol-
lowed tho predictions that natueally follow from
them, and certainly have mot followed the predic-
thone natural o mny economic thooght that dis-
regards the exploitation of labor os the forward
pushing foree in this economy. To the “natural
harmony” way of thinking, erises were nccidents:
o Marx they were inevitable recurrences of capi-
talism. The gemeral course of the history of sur
times, la all implicit in such = lne of economic
thooght as he advanced. 2o todny he recelves the
credit thet eomes fo m scientist whose forecast
works out. The test of truth is: “Will §t werk?™

Since the time of Marx the apologists for cap-
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iwliam ard for profits have worked om othor Hnas
The old alibis for profits were supposed to it in
with the “labor concept of value'™ tnught by Smith
and Ricardo and tho other foundera of ceonomic
aciencd, but mow quite taboo becsuse aof the logs
jcal conchizions Marxians have drawn from it In
it place has been reared the metion of “marginal
utility.” Qt is considered, as ope such approach,
that in s compotitive market, as long as n profit
is made by producing any article, others will try
the busineas, until these who turn out this areticle
at the highest cost find that they make a loas in-
stead. Thes the price tends to equal the eost to
the marginal preducer. Should the priee drop,
many marginal prodacers would be wiped out.
Should the price rise, the margin would be shifted
to others whoe prodiced even st a groater cosk
Zo the formula while no donbt true enoagh, reals
I¥ means nothing, =0 far as an explanntion of price
la comeernod. 8o the question s alse offered that
88 the consumer has marginal wants and momy
#witch from potatoes to viee if the price of spuds
vises, that the marginal we of an item to its
marginal consumers also aetz the price. And =0,
of course, it also follows that price in o competi-
tive market is such that the margion] use to the
marginal consumer balamees the cost of produc-
tion to the marginal producer, if all that means
anything more than & picture of the higgling pro-
cess of the market

“The Disutility of Working™

In rogard to wages in partlcular this viewpoint
{which pleases n consuming class beeause |1 Jm-
pliea that values cxist bocause of these desr par-
maitea” desire for thinga) s worked out thls way.
From the worker's shde the utility of the wage &
aupposed to balanee for him the disutility of work-
ing. From the employer's viewpoint the servicos
of the worker are a "atility'" only In sc far as he
can derive a profit from him. He has certain
equipment and material, and ecertain arders to fill
If hiring mere workers will give him more profits
under these sircumstances, he will do se. If he
finda that it iz more profltablie o lay some of his
foren off, be will do se. And thus the wage the
worker geta is said to be, by such economists,
equal to the extrn production of the margina
worker. (This, of ¢ourse, dotsn't secm to fiE in
with the experience that voa have to get out the
same production es the next man or go down the
line. But such economic theories aren's to be ex.
pecied to fit In with tho facts of life.)

However, it all sounds plassible, and since it
really has no meaning, # can net vory well be
proved votrue. It expresses the sctusl experience
of the business man tolerably well, and alse his
maddle-keadedness, and so bas been &ecepied as
the eurrent and erthedox ceopombes. T8 crcates
the impression that o soclety where industry s
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run for peofits la really after all run for service,
for that B the way to make profit, and that what
the bankcr and landlord and buainessman and in-
duostrin] magnaie gel, @2 determined by the pse-
fulmess of their aervices to others: and that if the
worker dods nob gel very much, it {a becauss ks
soFvices are not very wseful. Henece for workers
ko get more, they should make themsclves worth
mare to their employers. This has beem handed
out in many editorials in times of industeial dis-
putes without the attendent explamation that the
strike, creating a shoringe of labor and of s pro-
ducts was the one and enly way to make labor
“worth more'™ to the employers. Economics has
thus been lifted to the plane of Rotary Club ethics,

Veblen's Dhaisrvalions

While the more obvious and arrant nonsoepse of
this system of margieal wtility and its conclosbons
—and preachments—weore belng modified and re-
placed by the mere fsctunl obasrvations encour-
aged by ruch ccomomiats as Tausslp, Sollgman and
Mearing in America, and &5 Heobeon in England,
the pin that put the kele in the balloon of margin.
al wtility was pat there by a rather ermatic pro-
fessor of economics in Chicagoe, Stanford and
Missouri by the nameé of Thorstéin Yeblenm, His
first mnjor work made s simple observation from
which the rest of his precions logie readily flowed.
He made a simple and obvious distimetion—=ba-
tween boasiness and indestry, Indusiry e the
precess of prodocing things: busineas & the pre-
cesa of buying them cheap and aelling them dear
—if it is poasible. Industry i= owned by business-
men. The business men hire technleal experis to
AgpeErviae production and to ses that the process
iz carried on in a somewhat efficient and works
man-like manner, and that the prodaet has at least
sufficient serviceability to be vendabls (Veblen's
favarite term for saleable). Mo further degree of
servicenbility is desired by the businessman, and
any greater degrec of serviee k8 io be viewed as
& waste of service, imterforing with the wearing
out of the thing sold, and thus interfering with a
fature proapective opportanity to sell it again at
more than i coat. Here the parpoas of business
and industry conflict

Again the object of indastry, as taught by the
technicians hired by the business men, is to turn
ot plenty, to eatsblish mas prodieciion, to create
an sbundance at low coal. Thiz will not do Tor
the business man as his profit is contingent on
keoping the supply down encugh below the de.
mand to make sure of a profit. And in eonsiders-
tion pf this demand, the conflict of business and
industry agmnin comes oui—for where it is the in-
duatrinl outleok, the requirement of the technicinn
that supplies ke mecurately labeled and be definite-
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Iy wp to specification. the business man hires the
business man's apoatle, the advertising agent, to
put the wares on the market as though they were
somaothing far more excellent tham they are.

Te summarize the relatlon of busines %o in-
dostry, Veblen borrows a term of reproach that
had besn Buried at radical labor, at the LW.W, in
parthcular—the term sabolage—and, defining it
a5 the willful withdeawal of efficicney, states that
the function of business is the snbotage of in-
duatry.

But the business man's subotage of indestry
amd the conflict of business with Industry doca
not end im these asimple restrletions that the hasi-
neas-like owner imposes an his hired techniclans
and through them eom the workman-Hke crew he
haz hired. This s the age of Bip Buosincsz and
therafore of more intricate snd more cologsal
snbotage.

This ia the age of the sorporation, whers over 90
percent of the wealth la owned by corporations.
And these corporattons in twrn are owned by those
who own stocks in them, pieces of paper entitling
them—I|{ they are preforred sharee—to a fixed in-
come taken out of the profit, and if they are come
mon ahares, Lo an income wvarying with the profit.
The cerporations may perhaps also be owned by
bond-holders who are mlso promised a fixed per-
centage on their bonds, though theae bhond-haoid-
et can really not claim any single plece of the
corporation's property mand have dubiogs rights in
controdling it. The actoal properiy probably be-
longs, if it belongs to any one, te the owners of
debentures and mortguges. In fact the owner-
ship of many corporntions is ao dublous that it &=
almost impeosaible to affix responsibilliy for dam-
agea done by the corporntion; But when the LW,
W. proaposca that labor “Eakea posseasion™ or
waorkersa sit down in their plants, these responsi-
bHty dodgpers lot out a howl.

Such boing the seb-up, the big business s the
peddling of theee shares of stock. There are the
most grolden apporianities

In thia businesslike process of buying choap
and aelling dear, far more ean be done ta put
stocks up and down than ¢an be done to put the
price of pork or pig fron up and down, And it &
in theze ups and downs that the busineaslike pro-
cess of buying cheap and selling dear finds its
sdvantages. It is not always good business to
kave an induostrinl enterprise sueeeed; I i Bot al-
ways good buosiness to kave mew capital funds
flow to those indasteies where thero is a peed for
expanzion; i I8 not peod business for example to
provide geod hooring. It i pood business to pro-
vide frequent disturbances in the economic pro
cess, for this makes up-and-fowns that those who
knew where and when the vps-and-downs will oe-

Continoed on page 26
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MR. JOHN PUBLIC: CONSUMER

The Decline and Rise of the Consumer by Horace
M. Kallen D. Appleton-Century Co. 484 pages
$2.75.

After wo' wore neck-deep in this last depression,
oF ecohomic crisis, many of our thinkers and philos-
ophers began to diseuss waya of avolding future
ones, The President sent a commission to the
Scandinavinn countrics to obsorve the producers
and consumers codperatives, Many people are now
believing that consumer eofiperation offers the
vohicle for peacable transition from capitalist to
CONSUMET CCOnOmY.

Mr. Kallen is nmong those who hold this latter
belief. The subtitle of his volume is “A Philosophy
of Conzumer CoSperation”, In his bailding of =uch
o philosophy he gets far astray and into deep
water. His liberalism grants him Httle understand-
ing of cither socialism or comemunism, In dizcussing
their relation to consumer codperntion he flounders
terribly. Neither does he have a real coneaption
of the causes of Fascism.

In the first few chapters, Kallen ia decidedly
dull. Therein he attempts to establish the primacy
of the consumer ever the producer: the idea that
society should be chiefly concerned with satisfying
the wants of the consumer rather than nuorturing
the wishes of the profit-seeking prodocer.

Kallen briefly sketches the evelution from serf-
dom searcity through to the guilds and to early
manufacturing; from the days when the producer
had actual relations with the consumer, to the time
when the circulation of goods separated producer
and consumer. This latter period produced goods
in greater gquantities but of inferior quality. De-
veloping capitalism was producing for zale and
cavent emplor was the rule

In England experiments were being made in
cansumer cotperation and were resulting in fail-
ures until the Rochdale Plan was established. In
tracing the rise of colperatives in Enpland and
on the Continent, Kallen strosses that successes
were due to strict adherence to Rochdale prineiples,
Despite the theories of the Owenitos, Christinn So-
cialists and manafactorers codperatives, the real
strength lay in retall and wholesale consumer £o-
Gperatives. Credit unions came at a larger date.
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Today in England their resources total $400 mil-
lions and 70,000 secounts. Gradienta in the rela-
tions between colperative smployees and MEnAEe-
ment are dizcossed,

In the United States the cobperative movement
had a varied and hectle carreer—hectic with post-
war frauds costing the gullivle millions, and varied
with divergent sponsors, However, Ameriean in-
dividualiam kept down growth here, In its beginning
consumer codperation was asseeiated with the MNa-
tionnl Grange, Farmers Unfon and the Farm Bu-
roat. Today most of the coliperatives are among
the agricultural populations. Those in the industrial
centors are almost entirely among the foreign
EToups.

It can be believed that these co-ops have saved
their members and ecustomers millions of dellars.
Among the petroleum co-ops the amount saved is
fifteen cents on a dollar purchase. In this ers of
rapidly rising prices and receding real wages, there
iz & growing interest in consamer ce-opi. How-
ever, to believe as does Mr. Kallen that consamer
codiperation and eredit unions in collaboration with
the trade unions can subtly change ours into a
consumors” economy is gazing through roay spoc-
tacles. It i= Kallen's belisef that eo-ops  should
steor elear of any politheal alliances in order to
sucesred, Without an infusion of other jdeas thoy
wre to change our econcmie setup, Thers i3 &

bibliography of data on cooperatives and an
index.—James DeWitt,

A SAILOR WRITES OF BATTLE

Teushima by A. Newikoff.Priboy. Tranmslated from
the Russian by Eden and Cedar Paul, Alfred A.
Enopf. 425 pages $3.50.

Rending history, te most of us is like raking in
the dost heaps, Accounts of grent battles are L ITEi
ally glorifications of the strategical genius of some
commmnder,

Hore is the dramatie narmative of one of the
world’s greatest naval batilos by one of the com-
mon  =aller participants. For twenty yoears this
sceount of & decisive battle of the Ruszslan-Jap-
anese War lay hidden in a forgotten place. Hidden
originally from the eyes of the Taarist palice they
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wore found agsin by the aothor and made fnte a
wolumie that sold & million copies in the Soviot
Union.

Upsm the defeat of the First Pacific Squadrom
off Port Arthor by the Japanese fleet, the Russian
Ministry of Marine hastiby asscmbled the Second
Bqundren at Hronstadl. From the time it sailed
an October 2md, 1904, until the destruction of its
38 ships cight menths later in Tsushima Siraits
b¥ Admiral Tagpo's fleat, oné can sehie along with
the nothor the impending disaster.

Novikof[=Fribay was a political suspect before
his naval sssigneent. That i he presamed 1o
dispute the divine authority of the Tearist rule.
Like many other political suspeets in the navy
he was sontl to the Far East in the Bopesz that
he would mover return. It was truly remarkable
that these aging and rusty buolks withatood the
18,000 mile voyage from the Haltic to the Sean of
Japan. It was still sore remarkable that the ship's
complemonts with the knowledge of their inevitable
doom preying upom them, were able o reatrain
themaelves from muting,

It was not diseipline that held the sgqoadron to-
gether on this long vorape, but servility. A boot-
lkeking servility to admirals and commanders who
rose t0 rank becapse they were court faveriies

or becanse they were landed gpontey. This servile
dependence upen emply-headed commanding offi-
oiors, afrnid to mecept responsbbility even in omer-
goneles, and a morale that eracked and brought
about confusion at the first shot from the oMy’ E
guns, wea tho immoediate caude of the isnominoos
dofeat,

The author deamatizea hiz sction mnd writes
with a clear insight that seta him aside from the
older school of verbose Russian fiction. Being him-
goff fram the poorer classes he does not have to
pretend to feel what be has never experienced,
True understanding of hia shipmates with an amaz-
ing grasp of naval practice and navigation allows
him to write the best book on naval warfare thati
has ever been printed. Novikeff with many of hia
fellow seamen onderstood perfectly the part they
wore playing, fighting valiantly for a loat caaso
under hamdieaps, The uotter destruction of the
Tanr's naval forees at Tsushimn wnx the symbaod
of the decay of the Empire and one of thoas de-
foatz that led to the abortive revelution of 1905,
and = deczy that paved the ropd to the ovemts
aof 1917,

There iz & map, charts and tables of compars-
tive strength of the Russian and Japanese naval
forces, but fo index.—James DeWitt.

What Excuse for Capitalism?

Continued from page 24

cor eam use very mioch o their advantage in loai-
ing uwp with stock and lesting it go. with gambling
on the price of next Year's wheat, or bolting on
forelgn exchange.

Wars amd ponec nre both excellent devieces for
producing prefitable ops-and-dewns; even the
rumars of war can be turned into profits im han-
dling the fictitloms valaea of the stoek cxchange—
and even should the rumaors of war and the damb-
ness of those people who, becawse they couldn't
become stock-brokers became statesmen Ipstend,
should this result in a real war whore a few nail-
lion workers were killed, it really creatos a re-
markable market for goods of dubious vendibility
with few quoestions asked, and Shus makes the
flopting of new swes of stocks, bonds, debent-
ures, the promotion of new ecompanies all pasaible,
and above all makes shores in munition plants
ool stock worth belding on to,

Twaniy-s

Where Adam Smith 150 years before had looked
on the stirring world about him and seen the work-
ing of an invisible hand providentially prodeciog
harmony and efficlency and progresa theough the
search of cach for hiz vwn advantage, the moedern
economist looks on a capitaliEm gone mad and
sees p vory sinister hand offering inferior and
often harmfuol goods under bright disguises 1o a
guliflle poblie, another sinister hand of the same
monater stopping the wheels of indusiry to insure
that n tribute b paid; apother sinister band reach-
ing out to stop capital being invested in the neees-
sary Toepairs to a railroad bed, with the resuli of
a smash-up and death, another sinkter hand pro-
ducing a depression, and an even eere sinlater
hand of the monster ringing thoe tocsin of war and
sending millions to their death.

There iz but ome exense For capitalism—only
one exense for profits and the other fraits of ex-
ploitation—and that is “that the suckers will stand
far L™ It's time to end that oxcuse, too.
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MAKE YOUR OWN

Bit Back EIII

INTELLIGENCE

TEST

doane the same.

Local Manufacturer — Mo
awears  that when better
time: come buasiness will

bring them.

John Workox's boss insists
that he carries John on the
pay roll, The lacal manufac- He makes parta for the local
terer boastas that he carriez  manofacturer and still hopes
John's bosz with his credit and e rise,
orders, and the bankers boast
that they carry them all,

John Workox whe really

Do they carry John, or does
Jdohn carry them? If you in-
sist that they carry John wyou
may beome a professor of ¢co-
nomics, but if you Insist that
Johm earries them wou shouald
joln the I.W. W, ta dump the
msex of f your back.

pay roll of
him,

L] & =

Whon condition: gel a bit tough, and John's
knees get shaky, his loca] paper adelzea that it
time to get reml radical, and form a united fromt
of everybody from the loeal banker down to fight
the big banker back east. Shoonld John unite with
the first four parasiies on his shoulder to get rid
of the back east banker—or should he get out from
ander the whale pile of them by ditching his own
cockrogch boas?

If you still think John should anite with all the
fittle bosses to fight the big ones, vou might as well
jvin some political party until you wake ap. If
vor're for damping all the bosses off vour back,
Join the LW.W., and let's do it

L] L]
L]

Someone told John that what made hiz back
ache was that the bosses on hizs back were Lo big.
and that he should bave a law passed to have
more bosses and smaller ones on his back instead
of these big ones.

duns, 1WT

Banker —
He swaps shares instead of
paying income taxee.

Lacal Bankor and Fillar of
commuanily — withes he had

does the work, and is an the
the man sbava

the folks an his

Whe makes the laws—John o1
back?

If the fellow on top represents a billion dollars,
and the next high representz a million, would John
be more comfortable with a different bosa to
represent each 10,000 invelved in the pieture?

L] " L

John’s boss has promised him that if he doesn't
foin the LW.W. to domp the whoele skedadle aff
his baeck, and sticks with him fer ten more years,
iwnd ‘business picks ap, he will make him a foreman
a0 thet he will have someone to ride.

If business picks up, and John sticks, and hia
bosa lives ap to his agreement, will thls make the
fend any lighter on John's back? (We didn*t ask

about his feet.)

L] L]
-

Now it's time for you and John to jJoin the
L W, W,

Twenky-seves



How We Got This Way

There are about two billion pesple on this earth,
Ahout n third of us live in countries where rail-
raads, machines, and factories make us call our-
selves elvilized. We Hve in continuous worry abouaf
hew to make ends meet withoot o job, or worry
how to held the job we hove, and sre besot with
the menace of wars in which we may have to kill
each other off. The rest of the tweo billion inhabi-
tnnts of Barth, tkough they see poeh less of il
ronds, machines, electrie lghtis, and porcelnin both-
tubs, are caught in the same teap of econgomic
insecurity, and face the same danger of military
annihilation. A world-wide depresston has put
wrinkles in the forcheads alike of the DwErait me-
chanie, the Lancashire weaver, the Seath-5ea la-
lander, elad in a necklace and laie-cloth, and eaen-
ing & living by gathering copra shell, and the
African clephant honter who finds that the radic,
displacing the piano, has wrethod the market for
tvory., Wo are all in o mess—a mess inte whick
wi Bave wandered in our search for security—{for
spfety, and enough.

The Search for Safely

The human race has spent thousands of years,
fought thoussnds of wars, dovised thouwsands of in-
vontions, conferred and deliberated on thousands
of piane te nchieve safety and security, that we
mhbght live to a ripe okl age and s=te our Foung
ongs grow up aroond us. We started ouk n a
world whore every creature was armed to attack
us &nd to reslsi cur atiack, while we poor human
beings comld nekther fly like the eagle nor live
in the water: we goold not rin as fasi as thi
rabbit ner had we the strength of the hear; we
had no tough hide like the elephant, no horns like
ko bull, e sharp teeth like the walf, mo fights
ing tuska like the boar; nor could we even defend
ourselves, Hke the skunk, with a foal stench. Bul
we had our heads more erect than they, for we
had hands with which o0 grasp things and re-shape
them to our fancy: and woe had & vobce-box that
could develep language, and thus enable us to
benelit from the exporience of others, and become
the wirest of all the inksbitants of carth, 5o we
{ashioned stones o hurl and cut, we conguered fire,
we rolled great stones in front of onr caves, we
mmde clothing of the skins of the animals we ate,
we learsed to throw the jevelin and spear, we
drew the cfrd over the bow and sent the arsew
on its flight, we made us armor, and bailt walled
cities, we buflt us boata to go cn the water, we
conguered all the bears and clophants and tigers
combined, we built submarines and torpedoes with
which to sink our boeats, Big Berthas with which 1o
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smash down the walls of our cities, great airplanes
with which ts bomb them. Our tanks were far
tougher than the rhinscerss® hide; sur aireraft out-
flew the cagle; our poisen-gas outstusk the skunk,
All this we did to make ourselves safe—and for
four thoasand Years there has scarcely boen a
year of peace in which wi were not killing cach
other; in 1214-18 we killed ten million soldiers
mnd tweniyv-fowur milllon eiviliana:; and ever sines
in & world in which there has alwars boen o war
we have been living in continwops dread of the
far more terrible devices for slaughier that have
boen  invemied since=—rpdic-controlled Tackels;
denth rays; more poworful explodives; more deadly
gascx; and most terrible of all, the bactericlogical
warfnre by which oor drinking water iz to b& in-
feeted with typhold, owr clothing with anthrasx,
abd our citles infested with rats to earry the dread
bubonke plague=all to be dropped by aireraft.
Such has beem our progress townrd shafeiy,

“"The Conguest of Bread”

We bhave made similor progress in feeding our-
selvos, We sought the most fertile river walleys
in the hope of always finding something 1o ecat.
Weo found we conld grow our food and mot have
te hunt for it; we found we conld ruise our own
mext. W seitled and built curselves towns—iamd
the huntamen from the hills raided our fields and
kords and made themselves masters of the great
river wvalleys, We were alnves and they wére mas-
tors, excopt when in the waes they wages to levy
tribute from other conqoered valleys, the defeated
lords of ane valley besame the sbaves of the vie-
tors, We built irrigation sysiems sa that our crops
coald always Bave water; and even faster our
overlords built grest empires, using ue as pawns
in thoir empire-ballding. They bailt and wreeked
—they wrecked the citics they conguersd and they
likewize wrecked their natlve lands, for the telb-
ute of grain they levied made it gseleas to grow
our own erops. The land we had eultlestod wont
waste; wind and rain made moch of & desort;
famine, pestilence, and the slaughter of sur young
men in war, sll left ruin bekind them. Where our
labor apd swoeat and suffering for thousands of
yoara had built gorgeous civilizations, we have
left the sands of the desorts, and the gréat tombs
thai thowsands of us died boilding, so that a fow
roynl corpses might rot less slowly.

Ones wpain on the ruin of these ancient empites,
our elass, though nmow of different reee, met out
in the guest of security. Oneo mere we were on-
trapped a5 slaves and serfs, growing erops and
ballding styong castles to howse amd feed those
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The old fight of Spartacus, and the labor battles of today are all part of a struggle
that must go on, until we, the last slave class on earth abolish slavery Forever.

whao laid waste the flelds of our neighbore, Our
wives and daughiers spun and wove: we smoked
and plekled kerring: and mercharts eame to Sradoe
their 'ﬂ"ifﬁ' and silk for '.I!\.l.'_-“' 1;||-|:|-\.||-| thiut we nm{[,_.
for ocur masters, These merchants grew rieh, and
the richer they grew, and the more wars the kings
and lords fought. and the more they borrowed
from the merchants, the more favors the mer-
chants exscted of them, untll it came to be that
the merchants ecither ruled through the kings, or
had us, the working peanle, overthrow them. And
we belioved the tale of the merchants that if we
wonld but let them rale, we would have peace and
egual oppertunity, freedom, and justies,

S0 we improved the farmlands snd rafeod mew
erops, and learned to rotate them. We devised
windmills and better water-wheels, Wo went forth
in the merchants’ ships and brought back to Europe
strange things from mwany lands; and with the
Chinese eompnzz we safled first over what wo
thought was the edge of a flat world, and dis.
covered and conqguored Amerien, Odr more ad-
venturous sons went salling  everywhero, plant.
ing flags for the morchants, and bringing home
rich treasure to them, or killed ench other in the
wars that the merchants and kings of ane country
wagtd with the merchants and kings of anather.
But despite their waste and wars and destruetion,
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despiie the horror of scelng our homes g0 ap in
smoke and our loved ones slavphtored, the world
wet ware bullding grow richer; our knowledee grow
richer: and our indusirial arts surpsssed those of
the ancient world on whose ruins we had built &
new one. That the merchants might have more
¢loth and trinkets to offor for pearls and gold and
dinmonds to the savages on the edges of the world,
we built great factories where we spun and wove
with the power of water. Our country homes were
doestroyed =0 that shoep conld be rnized where
before we had raised gardens and children: and
we with our children went ints the great now
cities, living in filth and wretchedness, making our
tiny tots slave sixteen hours a day in their mills,
or burn themselves crawling throogh their chim-
neys to clean thom.

We built steam engines to rum the machines,
nnd dug mines to furnish them ceal, taking down
aur women o crawl throwgh the drifts om thelr
bleeding knees ax heasts of burden, while our chil-
dren sat alone in the deark tending the trap doors
of the mines, We worked as mo slaves bafore had
ever worked, and we lived in ever greater misery
and squalor, We heard the boast that the machines
we had buailt had made it possible ta produce a
hundred times as moch as our fathors: yoi we
alternated aur twelve and sixteen koor shifts with
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long out-af-work stretehes, ronming the coumiry,
seeing our children die of hanger, and some of
ns, brotalized cnough by thie propress, ate our
wery children, We blamed the machine; and those
of wood we burned, and theae of steel we wrecked,
even aa centuries before the first kaftding machines
had been bormed in the markei-places to ward off
what today we eall “technologicnl wnemployment”,
Bui faster than thoese out of wark could desiroy
the machines, thoee whe had jobs built new ores
that weni faster. Secretly, and agninst the baw of
thoae days, we buoilt anions, hoping thereby that
same of the great flood of wealth that we wene
poaring oul would come to we snd bring ws happi-
ness; and though ever it was that the tale-bearer in
our ranks worked agninst ws, and men weakened
under promizes and threats and the sight of the
hanger of their ehibdrer in our long-foaght strikes,
¥et the fact that we fooght nnd were banded to-
gether to fight freed most of oor children of the
worst of their slavery, remdved our wives from
work at night and as beasta of burden In the
mines, cut down our bours until we could endure
thom, and gave o3 hovels bess disgusting than thoae
we hed before. Our anemployment of today is less
wretehod than our prosperity of a centary ajo—
mnd whatever brighiness and joy we have in owor
lives hae boen achioved by the fight we have made
banded togpether,

Empire Round the World

But for every trivial increase that we got, our
ever more wonderful machines torned owt a hup-
dred-fold inerease for others. From the workshops
of Emngland nnd France, ms from a secd-bin, we
sprouted factories and machinery the round world
over. We mupde stenm CATTY BE  NCTOES GCCRRS
agninst the wind; we mede steam carry our loads
across coptinents on road-bede that we slaved in
the san lopg hoars to baild: we made steans, and
even falling water, drive a mighty electrie force
throagh the cables that wo made of the cepper
dug in Buite and Africa and Chile, and with which
we had girdled the globe, With these mighty me-
dern moeans we built empires such as Alexander
coald never have visienod—ompives thae circled the
earth, and yer where messages conld be semt io
any poini in an instant, Our =ons went thousands
of miles to kill other workers' sons, to build thess
emplres and 1o die with the torment of the damned.
And even as the empires of old gathered tribate
from the territory conquered, and thus killed in.
dastry in the wery stat of their power—so %00 in
these empires of the great eapitalists, conguest and
expansion meant that jute was woven for a penny
n day in Indin while jute weavers in Dundee went
on & shilling a day relief; that copper was mined
in Chile so0 cheap thalt miners in Bobtte went
hangry; that the work of the world was depe
mare and more where men wore only boin-cloths
and brought up their children on rice.

Thirey

Our class that for eenturiea has slaved for
Fharnchs, Kings snd Emperors, for lorda asd
prinecs and merchants, mow slaves for great cor-
porations. The wealth we buflt in machinery, In
mines, in roilroads, in powor and plpe-lines B a0
great that seldom dogs amyone atiompd to own
any piece of it. Instead the possession of a plece of
paper=—a share of stock, a bond or debentare—en-
tities him to more tribute than did the possession
of & whale army or whale fleef in the days of old.
8o today the grontest merchame princes of all are
thoae who buy amd sell these tribute-bearing pieces
of paper., A handful of fhege mon make war or
pence fo bemefit by the change b makes in their
stock-maarket; thoy close down whole industrics
and blight the hopes and dreams of wholt nations
of peaple, to make sure thai ro wheel turns and
no motor hums witheut paying them their tribaie,
S0 here we are—two billlon people on this earth
whose ancesters have been toiling and giving up
their wery lives these thousands of Yoears lo win
eafoty and securlty for our kind; two billion people
whoaer skilled hands and #ver keencr brains kave
harfossed the air, the wind, the water, the il
and coal from beneath the earth, and ased this
power to drive grent arms and legs of steel to
wark that our bare hands could never unders
take; two billion people whose skill and science
and inveniion could readily produce sll that these
two billion nnd many more billion people could
ever use: and these two hillion people living om
next to mothing, nlways in want, always imperilled
by war and famine and pestilénco, all becaass they
lei m hundred of them contral the machines they
hnve buailt and the power they have harnessed,

It i& n blight that fell on us thoussnds of years
age whon the honters from the hills raided our gar-
den plots in the walleys, and we ket them remain
over ua a3 lords and masters. We who do the world's
work, who have made thiz wild world over fnto &
veritable Alndan’™s lamp that wo need anly ta rub
in order to have what we want, will not be safe,
and will Aot be secare so long as we let any lord
and masier hold this Aladan's lamp that we have
fushioned of oil and copper and steel for him, and
permit him to tell os when we can rub it

The great economic problems of today—-the age-
old guest for safety and onsugh—ihe endless urge
to make our dreary lives full and rich and eEatis-
fring—these are problems that only our clnss can
kope to selve; and our clnss is skilled and com-
pelent as no class of workers, slaves or serfs be-
ford us @ver was, to solve them. And if our class
does not free Aladan's lamp from the elutch of
this modern Midas, then the hopes of mankind
theie many hundred years, and the chamees to
build on thiz decaving capitalism & new snd
splendid secial order, will go down im war =nd
pestilence and famine to the fate of Babylon and
Greece and Rome, —T-G0-48.
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A PAGE OF REBEL VERSE

IN LUMBERLAND

The time haz come, the Logper said,
To talk of many things,

Of One Big Uwion in the campe

To fight the Lumber Kings,

OF men who went to prizson
Becansge of Laws unjust;

OF kaw the Loggere held their own
Against the Lumber Trust.

OF the murderfest fn sunny Franee,
The money-baron's war,

Of how men fell and did not know
What they fought each olher for,

And last of all, but not the least,
OF the time ol for oway:

When men of worth shall own the carth

O “Ewmencipafion™ day,

DOOMED

HIS NAME:

I go into the Tumber comps
And log drives on the river;

fu eamrp and mill Mm o never sl
My message I deliver.

I mining and construction comps;
To migratory workers:

I preach my erced, the crifng need
To do away with shirkers.

I swealzhop and in crowded sl
I'm restlezs as Hhe ocean;

I'm not dead, [ raise my hexd,
Where'er I foke the nolion.

Although oppression weighs e down,
'l never, never perizh:

in every cline, through endless Hme,
F'll bive and thrive and flowrish,

Perhaps won kaow who I oam,

I'm Enown to every nation;

Each tribe and race have seen my foce,
My noame is AGITATION.

A syetem iz erunibling and tumbling onece more,

Ax syetems have erumbled and fembled before,
Hark! can yon hear the ruemble and roar

Like the breaking of surf on a reck-riven shore,

A system iz dying of oge and decay,

The props that uphold it are rothing away,
A system iz losing its terrible sway

er the minds of millions of workers today.

Ag clergy bow down bo an altar of gold,
Az pagans bowed down to idels of old,

Their hearts, like the heavis of the idols, are cold;
They've wandered afar from the Nazarene's fold

Labor omnipotent! Rize in yowr might!

Organized : dizscliplined,

er to fight;

Hasten the morning of Justice and Right,
Asl usher in Liberty's glovious light.
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“When Better Times Come

Business Will Bring Them”

You can't kid Suzanne., She warks for a big
shot who has a big mouth while she kas big ears.

She dropped in one Thuraday afternosn—thatl's
her day off—while same of us boondogglers were
arguing whether this here depression was coming
or going.. We asked her straight which way il
wWas.

Zhe took oot her knitting and says: “Both.”

“Mow Suzanne,” said I, “that's mo way S0 anawer
a straight forward question about whether this
dumned thing is going or coming."

“Well then," she says, *it's going.'"

“¥ouo mean Bill is going to get n job?" piped in
the missus,

Suzanne went on with her knidting so com-
placently that i was downright annoying, amd
leoking ws menfolk over opined: "I wouldn't say
for sure that Bill is, but I'd gunmble that inside
af two months two of these five baoms will hove
an honest-tosgod job.™

Biff movwed aboud n bit oneasy and wanted to
krow how she figured that out.

“Last night" she says, "His Nibs was arguing
with his father-in-law. It wwas asboot that strike
down nt Creosolo Moforse—the 0ld Man owns
moat of that. His Nibs waa I:-tlll'n.g him to make
sore kind of n settlement, amd the Old Man got
furious—you kmow the old line abouot who ot
fifty comtz an hour when he was o boy, and what's
the world coming to. So His Nibs told him what
it was coming to, He says: "We've got to evente
somo prosperity,’ and the Old Man wanted to
kmow if hiz dsoghter bhad married n New Denl
Domocrat. So His Niba told him there was a lot
of things they didn't own yet, and the only way
to got hold of them waa to make some prosperity
sort of apread around gencrally,

“The Okl Man said thet was the most eock-
eyed logie kel ever listened to, and His Niks
told him kow it'z done. ""Wo make & boom,' be
says' ‘and we toll the blooming world they can
all get rich. We make contracts with the wnbons
nnd perbape even give them n bit now of what
they'd get later anyway as business picks up, but

Thisiy-bwa

A very short story
By Walter Pfeffer

o it with bime agreemonis so they don't got &0
much==and then we make them all boy cars on the
casy payment plan. And wea'll =ell real estate %o
those we can®t clean otherwise, nmnad tell cverybody
to b thrifty and mot waste anything but invest
it =0 ms we can get 8 Inter, amd we make sverys
body heppy and lend. them moncy, and glve them
mortgnges, and take their notes, and kKeep sclling
them stock, and showing them all how much richer
they are, and . . .

" Where do we come im at?" asks the 0ld
Man., *Why, whon we'we pot it all sprumg, and
overybody 30 prosperous,” says Hia MNibs, ‘we'll
tell them that the one thing holding back pros-
perity B this boondoggling, apd that all reliel
and PWA and WPA ought to be cut oot, and
taxes oot down, nnd bhave the editors and Little
Orpian Annie explain to them that that wouldn®t
takoe anyhody's brend awny from them because if
the govermment didn't take owr money from oa
ta put people on the payrell we'd have that much
more 0 put them on & payroll where they'd stand
a real chaneg to rise in the world, and when we
got that through we'll talk about vrsoond eredit
structores, and money being loaned too frecly to
speculators, and put the serews on, and leave the
suckers solling the stock to cnch other untll we
pick it up for mothing, alomg with everything elae
that we have a plaster on, and . . .

“iHave the blomed governmont on your neck,'
says the Nd Man, 'sad bave evorybrdy ralsing
Cain with us saying we're the raination of the
country. 1 want ssme poskce in my old age.'

“ "Tho government won't be on our necks, it'll
be In our pockets," snys His Nibs, ‘and everybody'll
be pruising owor ponerosity in picking everything
up and saving the blooming coontry—and wyon
know the only way to mon anything i te run every-
thing"."

“So they think they can do it just like that"
sayn Biff.

“th, no™ said Suranmg, “they're bulldimg higher
fonees  around n\'-l:rj'thiu,g and potting jolce in
thom.™
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“One Whale of a Difference - -’

It's less than ome in five of the Amorican Work-
g Claas that carries n card in any sort of & union.
The nim of the LW.W. quite naturally iz to con-
centrate its organizational efforts on the four out
of five who “boleng i nothing™. Bui meanwhile
ane can't help reflect occeasionm!y on what a
whale of a difference it would make if the one
out of five that is orgenized, wns orgenized right,
the LW.W. way.

For iostance take this movie strike. If It had
been organized in Becreationn] Workers Indusizinl
Union Mo, 680 we wouldn't have thiz asparate bar-
gaining of some twenty ecafts in the first place. We
would heve one union of all engaged in the mak-
ing of motion pictores to fight ont the is=ac. And
if it camne o a strike umder such cireumstances,
wi wouldn’t have to ask the public to refrain from
geing o the movies—the workers in the motion
picture palnces just wouldn't show any pictores [f
the union decided to fight the mevie magnates from
that end of the line. Under such circumstance:s

thera pmhlb'l!." wouldn't be any movie strike in
the first pince.

Or consider our soldarity with our fellow work-
ers i Spain, If transport workers were organized
as they should be, taking I.W.W, direct action on
the fssue, would any supplies get to France? In
fact would the Loyaliet have run short of supplics?
In fact would the fascist rebellion have ever got
to first base?

Of eonrse, with o start of several million 1W.W.
members, the labor movemont wounldn't have stood
static at the proportion that it has roughly main-
fained to the working class at large over these
last several vears. It woold have becomo truly a
Cne Big Unlon of the Working Clasa. And we'll
gamble that with that sert of a start, Instead of
us wondering how to win strikes, we would bo
potting across lnbor's own planned economy of
sbundanee in mighty shert order.

Why bother with substitutes? The LW. W, is what
ia needed.

clzen, have all the good things of life.

to all,

taciety within the shell of the old,

L. W. W. PREAMBLE

THE working clas and the employing clas have nothing in common. There can be no peace so0 long
as hunger and want are found among millions of working people and the few, who make up the employing

Beiween there toe clasies a strviggle mienr go on widil the workers of the world organize &8 @ clas,
take porserion of the certh and the machinery of production, and abolish the wage svarem.

We find that the centering of the management of fadidisies into fewer and fewer hands makes the
trade mmions wnahle to cope with the evergrowing power of the employing class, The trade wrions foster &
srate of affeivs which allows owe et of workers to be pitted apaimst another per of workers in the zame in-
dusery, thereby helping defeat ome amother in wage wars, Moreover, the trade wnions sid the emploving cla
to mislead the workers inte the belief shar the working chass have intevests in common with their emplovers.

These conditions cam be changed and the inderet of the working clan upheld only by an organiza-
tion formed in such & way thet all {ts members in any one indwitry, or in all industries, if wecemary, cease
worl whemever 2 strike or lockowt i3 om 4w amy department thereof, thus making an infury to one an injury

Pmitead of the comiervative motto, A fair day's wage for a fair day's werk”, e must inscribe on our
banner the revolutiomary satchword, “Abolitien of the wage fystem.”

Te i1 the hiteric misston of the werking clis 1o do away with capitalom, The army of preduction mut
be orgawiced, not omly for the everyday srugghe with capiralio, bur alio 1o carry on production when
rapitalivm shall have bBeem overthromm. By orgsnizing 1n|£m:duﬂ:. W are fumfng the strucisre of the néw
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The great menace that hevers over children is
not merely that they are exploited. that they are
working whon thoy should be playving, that the
carnings of their parenta deprive them of the proper

food to give them the right start in Hfe. The
failere of the older generation fo organize In re-
volutionary indusirial unions menacez thiz coming
goneration with even preater handieapa, and puts
even greater obstacles in the way of their recelv-
ing theé hertbagre that should be theirs.

What 13 to go to this rising generation? We de
not azk how many siicks and picces of green paper
can You pile gp to bequeath ¥our own propeny—
we a5k in what shape will this world be left to
come after youl? Will the insnne exploitation of
our nataral resoorees have left the forest @ waste
and the fortile praries & deasrt? Will the ceapitalise
code of eporating only for profit have left the
minea flooded, and the physical equipment of =
duction & mensce to those who work with §t?

t {8 bad enough to leave a social revolution as
& task for thiz coming peneration that should have
been perfermed by our own, without adding to It
the plmost insuperable burden of restoring the
potentm] preductivity of the world thoy take over.

Thisrty=lem

What of the

Coming

Generation?

That greak glory of caplialism, the labor
of children i3 not yet ended. In the fields
of agriculiure, in the street trades of the
newshoy and the beot-black even in many
n manufacturing industry, and in the
wweatshop work done at home, the labot
of children still poes on for the enrichmoent
of bankers, mnd pohlishers, and the other
worthy citizens whoe preach moeslity 1o
the eommunity at large while they ride on
the backs of mere kids,

L L]
L

socal eonditiong under

What are the which
'!h'.':l.' ATE ik :-'::'.jl[;:'lli":' This You expeet them to dao
what you hesitated to underiake under a scheme
of enabling eivil libortiea, under the handicapa
of someé fascist diciatorship? What do wou leave
them to undertake the strupgple with? A
mavement” which the members exercize n[o
contral? A set of union rackoteers flghting with
each other like Kitkenny cata for the rake-offT An
asgortmont of “radical” political parties that have
discarded all radicalizm in oppertunistic subservi-
enee ta the “hig shots" that they know woll to
be the greatest enemics of labor? Are you priming
them for the struggle with the prompting  that
cnch should look for himself and the devil take
the hindmost?

“lnbor
aviEr

You might do somethlng to make up for all this
by sending some of labor's kids to the summos
course2 &t Work People®s College this summaer.
(You cam get full information by wriling to Hox
30, Morgan Park Station, Dualuth, Minn.) But to
live up to vour responsibilities properly, it is time
to build for them waat they need above al] else
One Bip Hevolubionary Union of the Entire Wark-
ing Class,
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That Five Day Week
Some Have |t -
Why Not All?

The Saturdays and Sundays that a
workingman spends at the beach, pic-
nicking with his families and friends—
the sunshine—the fresh air—the beau-
ties of nature—the good fellowship—
the rest and relaxation of two davs
spent anywhere away from work—~thess
are truly part of the good things of life.
When they are had and enjoyed they
are ours, and by no scheming and con.
niving ean they be taken away, by taxes
or price increases or any other maneu-
vers of the employers from whom we
escape when we have the five-day weelk.

L L ]
-

The shorter working day and the
shorter working week for these reasons
are among the most substantial gains of
labor. They constitute the sort of gains
that enable us to work to live instead of
living to work. The five-day week should
be made standard in all industries,

With 1929 production levels, but with
millions still jobless and millions more
working either for Uncle Sam or in pri-
vate industry only because of the “make
work" expenditures of Uncle Sam, it is
time for shorter hours, shorter working
weeks, higher wages.

Shorter hours make for htg'h::r wages.
Two men looking for one job put the
wages down. One job locking for two
men puts the wages up. The fight for a
shorter working week i3 an inkalligent

cotirse of action from which many ben-
efits can flow. It tends to raise the stand-
ard of living, the cultural level, the in-
telligence of our class as well as the
wages that we receive,

The five-day week has boen achieved
in various industries already. Let's battle
to win it in the rest. Let's go ahead to
make the six-hour day and the five-day
week the minimum standard averywhere
with conditions still better where we
can achieve them.

L] E

The five-day week is practical, eco-
nomically sound, and socially necessary.
To make it general in all industries re-
quires the effective organization of One
Big Union of the workers in all indus-
tries. The LW.W. is such a union, and
the only such union—Make [t Grow!
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He Dropped a Bone

It was a fine juicy bone that Fido had
in his mouth—but that one in the water
was even bigger and juicier,

2o he dropped the bone in his mouth and
wenlt after the one in the water.

The current took his bone away, leav-
ing not even a smell by which he could
recapture it, while he struggled in the
water with a phantom dog to get a bone

that somehow he could never reach.

L i
w

A workingman produced many times
what he got as wages, and often had no
work and no wages at all as the result of
it. When he worked he worked long hours
with his boss bawling him out. When he
didn't work he stayed in a mean shack
where his wife bawled him out because
she had no new dresses.

to Seize Its Image

He listened to an LLW. W, organizer who
was 30 honest that he said he could do
nothing for working people because they
were the only people who could do any-
thing for themselves—that they had all
the power there is on the face of the earth.
All that they needed was to organize this
POWer,

Then along came a great friend of labor
who promized him laws, and more judges,
and bigger and fatter and better judges,
and justice and emancipation.

The workingman grabbed at the prom-
ises—and he still works long hours for a
domineering boss who pays him =o little
that most of the time he and his fellow
workers are home getting bawled out by
their wives because they haven't bought
them a new dress yel.

Don’t be like the dog that has been the symbol of folly ever since Adesop,

the huneh-back slave, wrote about him 2500 yvears ago.

(drganize in real

power that vou and vour fellow workers have by building the 1LW W,

e,
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